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This thesis is entitled “Taxonomy Of Illocutionary Act in Obama’s Speech 
“State of the Union 2013” in Washington”. The aims of this thesis are to explain 
directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary act by using Searle’s theory and to 
describe the function of the  category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts by using 
Yule’s theory as supported theory. The speech was presented by President Barack H. 
Obama in “State of the Union 3013” in Washington. 
The writer used descriptive qualitative method and discourse approach in 
analyzing directive category and the function of taxonomy of illocutionary acts. In 
this research, the writer used note taking as the instrument. From this instrument, the 
writer watched, read the transcript, and identified the data, then wrote down the data 
to piece of papers and the last, classified the data based on the theory. 
Based on finding and discussion in this thesis, the writer found that Obama 
used all paradigms of Directive category of illocutionary act by Searle’s theory. those 
were asking, commanding, requesting, praying, inviting, advicing and suggesting. 
Then, based on Directive function  by Yule G. Those were positive politeness and 
negative politeness. The writer found that Obama in his speech “State of the Union 
2013”. He used positive politeness and the writer did not find any data which 
indicated negative politeness. 
The implication of this research is to inform to readers who are interested 
about speech problems in social life, in order they can get more information about 
what are directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary act and directive function of 
the  category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts from the Obama’s speech as native 
speaker. Furthermore, the writer hopes this thesis could give more information to 
reader of literary work. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Background 
Speech is one way to convey the thought, ideas and what the speaker 
means. Speech is the ability of speaking in front of the public to express their 
opinion or give an idea about something important.  
According to Stalnaker (1999: 2) “Speech is expressing thoughts in the 
form of words addressed to the crowd or discourse prepared to say in front of the 
audience”.  
Based on the definition of speech, it is the articulation based on the 
thinking of brain in word form which has meaning, giving information and then 
saying to audience or social public.   
In the other hand, Speech is a discourse or expression. It is to express 
thoughts and to show in forward of audience. It means that in delivery of speech is 
about text and context. Text is spoken or written by speaker, Context is the 
condition of place to interpretation on the text. The study about text and context it 
is relevant with linguistic study that is discourse analysis namely.  
To discuss about discourse in linguistic study, Faiclough (1989: 26) has 
giving his opinions on the actual nature of discourse and text analysis.   
(a) Social conditions of production and interpretation, (b) the process of 
production and interpretation, and (c) the text. (p.26) 
 
In his view, there are three levels of discourse, firstly, social conditions of 
production and interpretation, i.e. the social factors, which contributed or lead to 
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the origination of a text, and, at the same time, how the same factors effect 
interpretation Secondly, the process of production and interpretation, i.e. in what 
way the text was produced and how this effects interpretation. Thirdly, the text, 
being the product of the first two stages, commented on above and description is 
the stage which is concerned with the formal properties of the text. Interpretation 
is concerned with the relationship between text and interaction – by seeing the text 
as a product of a process of production, and as a resource in the process of 
interpretation. 
According to Wodak (1997: 258) “Discourse is language use in speech and 
writing – as a form of ‘social practice’”.  
When people speak or write, they produce text which can be identified as 
the tool for communication where spoken and written forms are applied in the real 
life. One of spoken forms which have big influence is speech, where it has 
purpose to reveal idea, thought and persuade the other people to do something.  
In understanding speech, using speech act theory will help people to 
understand the utterances from the perspective of speaker. The theory of speech 
act is classified by three levels, they are; Locutionary, Illocutionary, and 
Perlocutionary (Wardhaugh, 1986: 277). When the speaker wants to do something 
from the listener, automatically the speaker says something (Locutionary). If the 
condition is possible, the speaker will act something to get what he or she 
purposes (Illocutionary). Consequently, the listener will respond the speaker’s 
intention (Perlocutionary). 
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Austin (1962) and Searle (1979) suggested classification of speech acts 
which is derived from their theory emphasizing rules for defining speech act. 
Austin classified illocutionary verbs lexically so that speech acts consist of five 
kinds (Expositives, Verdictives, Commisives, Exercitives, Behabitives). On the 
other hand, Searle classified five kinds of illocutionary acts based on the nature of 
act performed (Assertives, Directives, Commisives, Expressives, Declaration). 
Unfortunately, defining speech act based on rules brings some weaknesses. 
In this thesis, the writer took one of Obama’s speech under title is “State of 
the Union 2013” in Washington as the object of this research. In the speech, 
Obama as the president of America wanted to delivery some information about 
the condition in United Stated of America. The speech is about economy, politics, 
work, education, technology, global warming and war. As the native speaker 
Obama had some characteristic in his speech there are; charismatic as a leader, 
explicit of his bring the speech, the good rhetoric to make the audience will be 
interest hearing his speech, and when his speak is to be quietly and it doesn’t 
rashness. These made the listener to be easily to understanding his speech. It is 
supported by Thorton J. in the journal states (2009:15) the characteristic of 
President Barack Obama in delivery his speech there are; self-reliant, have vision 
and mission, have the quality exceptionally and he is an agent of changes. 
Based on the description above, the writer is interested in analyzing 
Taxonomy of illocutionary acts in Obama’s speech “State of the Union 2013” as 
the title of this thesis. The writer found problems related to linguistic point of 
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view. They are speech act and the function of speech act. By using the speech act 
theory, it helped people to understand the utterances from the perspective of their 
function, rather than their form before giving any reaction to it. Then, the writer 
tried to explore the Taxonomy of illocutionary acts in Obama’s speech “State of 
The Union 2013” in Washington, at February, 12. 2013. 
In this research, by using Searle’s theory about the category of taxonomy 
of illocutionary acts, the writer has found the data utterances of Obama’s speech 
such as; assertive, directive, commisive, expressive and declarative. But in this 
thesis, the writer only focus on the one of categories of taxonomy of illocutionary 
acts that is directive category. It can help to know how Obama’s authority as a 
leader of the country, and also to understand the intent and purpose of the 
information conveyed in a discourse, either in the form of orders, questions, 
requests, advice, suggestions etc. 
B. Problem Statement 
Based on the background above, the writer formulates research questions 
as follows: 
1. How is the directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts in Obama’s 
speech “State of the Union 2013” in Washington? 
2. What is the function of the directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts 
used In Obama’s speech “State of the Union 2013” in Washington?  
 
 
5 
 
 
 
C. Object of Research 
Based on the statement of problems, the writer wants to get the targets 
below: 
1. To explain the directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts which are 
presented by Obama’s speech “State of the Union 2013”. 
2. To describe the function of the directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary 
acts used In Obama’s speech “State of the Union 2013”. 
D. Significance of Research 
This study intended to help some students or readers who are interested in 
speech in social life. It can be more easily understanding the use of its language 
aspect. And they can get more information from the speech of the native speaker. 
Furthermore, it is the way to understand what the native speaker meant by using 
the taxonomy of illocutionary acts, analyze the category and the function of 
illocutionary act. Then, surely the utterance to recognize the characterization and 
interpret what the native speaker really means.   
E. Scope of Research 
In this thesis, the writer focused on the directive category of taxonomy of 
illocutionary act consisted of seven directive paradigms there are: ask, 
commanding, requesting, praying, inviting, advising, and suggestion. Then, the  
function of Taxonomy of illocutionary acts there are: positive politeness and 
negative politeness. The data obtained in Obama’s speech as native speaker in 
“State of the Union 2013” in Washington, at February 12, 2013.  
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CHAPTER II 
 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
 
A. Previous findings 
Several studies related on taxonomy of illocutionary acts have been done 
previously. They are: 
Wardani (2011), in her thesis “An Analysis of Illocutionary Acts in Prince 
of Persia: The Sand of Time Movie. The aims of this research are to find out the 
context and classification of illocutionary acts used in Prince of Persia: The sand 
of Time Movie, and to understand the interpretation of the dialogue between 
speaker and hearer that use illocutionary acts which are selected by the writer.  
She used Searle’s theory about the classification of illocutionary act and used 
pragmatic approach.  The result of this research that she found five types of 
classifications of illocutionary acts used by Dastan as main character in Prince of 
Persia: The sand of time movie, they are representative, directive, expressive, 
commissive, and declarative.  
Muttaqin (2013), in his thesis “A Speech Act of Zaid’s Utterances in 
Muosthapa Akkad’s Movie ‘The Message’”. This study aims to analyze the 
actions of people perform while producing utterances in “The Message”.  He used 
Searle’s Theory about felicity conditions and used pragmatic approach. He found 
four category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts: assertive act, directive act, 
commissive act and declarative act.  
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Rahmah (2009), in her thesis “Illocutionary Acts Expressed Through Sign 
Language In ‘Silence Movie’”. The purpose of this thesis is to investigate types of 
illocutionary act used in first and second episode of “Silence Movie” which is 
expressed through sign language. She used Searle’s theory and used Pragmatic 
approach. The findings show that there are five categories of illocutionary acts 
used by Searle’s theory: assertive, directive, commissive, expressive, and 
declarative. The type of illocutionary acts found most in this movie is directive.  
Based on the research above, the writer can conclude that all the previous 
researches have similarities and differences with this research. Wardani focused 
on the classification of illocutionary act in the movie, Muttaqin focused on actions 
of people perform while producing utterances in movie, and Rahma focused on 
types of illocutionary act in movie. All of them used Searle’s theory. The 
difference between their researches and in this research lies on the objects and the 
approach. This research will discuss about the function of the taxonomy of 
illocutionary act in speech. Then, the writer used discourse approach to analyze 
the object.  
B. Speech Act 
According to Labov and Fanshel (1977: 30) Speech acts is create when 
speaker or writer makes and utterance to hearer or reader in context. Speech acts 
are a part of social interactive behavior and must be interpreted as an aspect of 
social interaction. Austin in Yule (1996: 48) mentions the types of act which is 
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performed in a conversation, they are: locutionary, illocutionary, and 
perlocutionary act. The following are their explanations: 
1. Locutionary Act 
A locutionary act is an act of how a person produces the utterance or to 
produce a meaningful linguistics expression. When the speaker uses his/her 
organ of speech to produce utterance, then, indirectly there is the locutionary 
act in his/her utterance. In the other words, locutionary act is the act of the 
speaker in using his/her organ of speech to produce utterances. For example, “I 
promise to give you some money”, the moment when the utterance is being said 
by the speaker by using the organ of speech is called locutionary act. 
2. Illocutionary Act 
In every utterance, there must be a function in it. The function which is 
found in the utterances is called the illocutionary act. For instance, “I promise 
to give you some money”, that utterance is not only a statement but it also binds 
the speaker to what s/he has just said. This is because that utterance intention is 
the fact that the speaker will do something in the future or we can say, the 
speaker promising something. Therefore, the illocutionary act of an utterance 
above is the act of promising. 
3. Perlocutionary Act 
Perlocutionary act is the effect of the utterance which the speaker said 
to the hearer. The following is the example:  I promise to give you some money. 
The effect of the utterance above can be a happy one. This is a result of the fact 
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that the hearer really needs some money. Yet, it can also give the opposite 
effect to the hearer. The hearer may feel angry because of that utterance. This 
is because the hearer is a very rich person who does not need any money from 
the speaker. The hearer will feel as if he is being mocked. 
C. Taxonomy of Illocutionary Acts 
Taxonomy is the classification it’s self. It just other name from 
classification. In other word, taxonomy of illocutionary acts is the classification of 
illocutionary acts. According to Austin’s taxonomy and Searle’s taxonomy of 
illocutionary acts investigate that follows: 
1. Austin’s Taxonomy of Illocutionary Acts  
Austin (1962) Having  established  his  theory  of  illocutionary  acts  
Austin  draws  up  a  list  of  the illocutionary forces an utterance can take. 
These he puts into five categories of classification of speech acts (1962: 150-
151):  
a. Verdictives, are typified by the giving of a verdict, as the name implies, by a 
jury, arbitrator, or umpire. But they need not be final; they may be, for 
example, an estimate, reckoning or appraisal. It is essentially giving a 
finding as to something-fact, or value-which is for different reasons hard to 
be certain about. 
b. Exercitives, are the exercising of powers, right, or influence. Example are 
appointing, voting, ordering, urging, advising, warning. 
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c. Commissives, are typified by promising or otherwise undertaking; they 
commit you to doing something, but include also declarations or 
announcements of intention, which are not promises, and also rather vague 
things which we may call espousals, as for example, siding with. They have 
obvious connexions with verdictives and excertives. 
d. Behabitives, are a very miscellaneous group, and have to do with attitudes 
and social behavior. Examples are apologizing, congratulating, 
commending, condoling, cursing, and challenging. 
e. Expositives  are difficult to define. They make plain how our utterances fit 
into the course of an arguments or conversation, how we are using  
concede’, ‘I illustrate’, ‘I assume’, ‘I postulate’. We should be clear from 
the start that there are still wide possibilities or marginal or awkward cases, 
or overlaps. 
This, the first of innumerable attempts to classify illocutionary acts, 
leads me on to John R. Searle, the second important contributor to speech act 
theory who amongst other things revised this taxonomy. Based on Searle states 
(1979: 8) In Austin’s theory, there is no clear consistent principle or set of 
principle on the basis of which the taxonomy is constructed. And therefore, a 
very large number of verbs find themselves smack in the middle of two 
categories. For example, describe as both verdictives and expositives. So, here 
Searle developed Austin’s theory and improved it. 
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2. Searle's Taxonomy of Illocutionary Acts 
According to Searle (1979: 12) “I shall present a list of what I regard as 
the basic categories of illocutionary acts. In so doing, I shall discuss briefly 
how my classification relates to Austin's”. In this section Searle try to improve 
and described the basic category of illocutionary acts related Austin’s 
classification has been done. Searle’s taxonomy follows (1979: 12- 16): 
a.  Assertives, The point or purpose of the members of the assertive class is to 
commit the speaker (in varying degrees) to something's being the case, to 
the truth of the expressed proposition. All of the members of the assertive 
class are assessable on the dimension of assessment which includes true and 
false. Based on Searle in Mey (1993: 163) it means that the statements 
convey a belief or disbelief in some proposition, such as: an assertion, 
description, suggesting, boasting, complaining, claiming, and reporting, the 
following is the example: The sun rises in the East. That utterance shows 
the fact that the sun really rises in the East. This is a common fact that 
everyone knows.  
b. Directives, A speech acts that are cause the hearer to take a particular action, 
in other words it’s ordering someone to do something. Verbs denoting 
members of this class are; ask, order, command, request, beg, pray, entreat, 
suggestion and also invite, permit, and advise. Example: “I order you to 
leave". It consists in removing antecedently existing restrictions on doing it. 
12 
 
 
 
It means that the utterance will lead someone to do something like leaving, 
after the one hear the utterance, she or he will do it. 
c. Commissives, According to Searle in Mey (1993; 163) states that 
commisive one of categories of speech acts that commit a speaker to some 
future action, is an act which makes the speaker to commit what s/he said to 
listener. e.g.: promising, oath, vowing, and offering or request. Example: "I 
promise to pay you the money". The utterance wants to give money when 
the receiver to do something. This is kind of a request that is not to obligate 
someone to do it. 
d. Expressives, The illocutionary point of this class is to express the 
psychological state specified in the sincerity condition about a state of 
affairs specified in the propositional content. The paradigms of expressive 
class are; thank, congratulate, apologize, condole, deplore, and welcome. 
Example: “I apologize for my bad behavior”. The utterance means that the 
speaker realizes that when his attitude is not better so the speaker wants to 
express his feeling through utterance.   
e. Declarations, According to Searle in Yarahmadi (2011: 5) defines 
Declarative speech acts as statements that bring about a change in status or 
condition to an object by virtue of the statement itself. As soon as addresser 
utters the words, the very utterance brings about a change in the hearer’s 
world. The paradigms of class includes; e.g. declaring, resigning, passing a 
sentence, answering, appointing, nominating, applying, etc. These speech 
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acts are uncommon, Example: if I successfully perform the act of declaring 
a state of war, then war is on; if I successfully perform the act of marrying 
you, then you are married.  
To understand about the category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts, 
the writer made a table comparison based on the Searle’s theory above that 
follows: 
The comparison of the taxonomies: 
No Categories Characteristic Example  Explanation  
1 Assertive 
 
A speech acts 
commits a 
speaker to the 
truth of the 
expressed 
proposition. The 
dimension of 
class words which 
includes true and 
false. 
(e.g.; Assertion, 
description, 
suggesting, 
boasting, 
complaining, 
claiming, and 
reporting).  
The sun rises 
in the East.  
That utterance 
shows the fact that 
the sun really rises 
in the East. This is 
a common fact that 
everyone knows. 
2 Directive  A speech acts that 
cause the hearer 
take a particular 
action, in other 
words it’s 
ordering someone 
to do something.  
(e.g.; Ask, order, 
command, 
request, beg, 
plead, pray, 
entreat, and also 
invite, permit, and 
advise).  
I order you 
to leave. 
It means that the 
utterance will lead 
someone to do 
something like 
leaving, after the 
one hear the 
utterance, she or he 
will do it. 
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3 Commisive  A speech acts that 
commit a speaker 
to some future 
action.  
(e.g.; Promising, 
oath, vowing, 
and offering or 
request). 
I promise to 
pay you the 
money. 
The utterance 
wants to give 
money when the 
receiver to do 
something. This is 
kind of a request 
that is not to 
obligate someone 
to do it. 
 
4 Expressive  A speech acts that 
express the 
speaker's attitudes 
and emotions 
towards the 
proposition, it 
expresses the 
psychological 
states.  
(e.g.; Thank, 
congratulate, 
apologize, 
condole, deplore, 
and welcome).  
I apologize 
for my bad 
behavior. 
The utterance 
means that the 
speaker realizes 
that when his 
attitude is not better 
so the speaker 
wants to express his 
feeling through 
utterance. 
5 Declarative  A speech acts as 
statements that 
bring about a 
change in status 
or condition to 
an object by 
virtue of the 
statement itself. 
(e.g.; Declaring, 
resigning, 
passing a 
sentence, 
answering, 
appointing, 
nominating, 
applying) 
I declare you 
husband and 
wife. 
The utterance will 
be changes both the 
two person’s status. 
Its means that the 
utterance makes 
determine their 
status.  
 
This classification of speech acts is the one most widely used and often 
seen as the final word on the matter (Robinson 2006:  82). The Searle’s 
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taxonomy is greeted with different levels of enthusiasm. As Martinich states 
(2002: 95) “Highly praises Searle's taxonomy when he writes that  it  is 
intuitively  satisfying,  semantically-based  and  has  several  especially  neat  
aspects”. It meant that on the speech acts theory, Searle’s taxonomy is most 
used than other taxonomies. 
Based on Searle’s theory of taxonomy of illocutionary acts above the 
writer used that to analysis one of the speech of president America is Barack H. 
Obama under title is “State of the Union 2013”in Washington at February, 12, 
2013. In the speech, Obama as the president of America wanted to delivery 
some information about the condition in United Stated of America. The speech 
is about economy, politics, work, education, technology, global warming and 
war. Based on Obama’s speech by using Searle’s theory the writer has findings 
five categories there are; assertive, directive, commisive, expressive and 
declarative. But in the research the writer focused only one of the categories of 
taxonomy of illocutionary acts in Obama’s speech that is directive category.  
D. Directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts 
In this case, the writer explained more about directive category, as follows: 
1. Definition of directive category 
Based on the Searle’s taxonomy of illocutionary acts (1979:12) state 
that directive is a speech acts that are cause the hearer to take a particular 
action, in other words it’s ordering someone to do something. Verbs denoting 
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members of this class are; ask, order, command, request, beg, pray, entreat, 
invite, suggest, permit and advise etc.  
It means that the speaker want or desire someone doing something 
about the purpose of the speaker said. And the form of action the speaker 
ordering someone it can be such as; asking, ordering, commanding, requesting, 
beg, praying, inviting,  suggesting,  permitting and advising etc. 
According to Searle’s (1979: 44) theory of speech act will enable us to 
provide a simple explanation of how these sentences, which have one 
illocutionary force as part of their meaning, can be used to perform of an act 
with a different illocutionary force. The illocutionary force it is as the 
paradigms of each category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts.  
2. Paradigms of Directive category 
According to Searle & Vanderveken (1985: 179), was stated “the 
formal apparaturs of illocutionary logic to analyze over a hundred English 
illocutionary verbs. We will specify which illocutionary forces are named by 
these verbs”.  Semantical analysis the illocutionary force of directive category 
of illocutionary act, there are: direct, request, ask, urge, tell, require, demand, 
command, order, forbid, prohibit, enjoin, permit, suggest, insist, warn, advice, 
recommend, beg, suplicate, entreat, beseech, implore, and pray ( Searle & 
Vanderveken 1985: 198) 
According to Bach and Harnish (1979:47) “Directives express the 
speaker’s attitude toward some prospective action by the hearer. However, it 
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also expresses the speaker’s attention (desire and wish) that is utterance or the 
attitude in expresses be taken as (a) reason for the hearer to act”. Basicly, there 
are four kinds of acts that belong to this category: 
a. Requestives 
In uttering e, S requests H to A. it means in uttering expression, speaker 
request hearer to do action. If S expresses: 
i. The desire that H do A, and 
ii. The intention that H do A because (at least partly) S’s desire. 
Requestive performative verb include: ask, beg, beseech, implore, insist, 
invite, petition, plead, pray, request, solicit, tell and urge. 
b. Questions 
In uttering e, S questions H as whether or not P. it means in uttering 
expression, speaker question hearer as whether or not proposition. If S 
expresses: 
i. The desire that H tell S whether or not P, and 
ii. The intention that H tell S whether or not P because of S’s desire. 
Questioning performative verb include: ask, inquire, interrogate, question 
and quiz. 
c. Requirements 
In uttering e, S requires H to A. it means in uttering expression, speaker 
requires hearer to do action. If S expresses: 
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i. The belief that his utterances, in virtue of his authority over H, 
constituents sufficient reason for H to A, and 
ii. The intention that H do A because of S’s utterances. 
Requirement performative verb include: bid, command, demand, enjoin, 
order, prescribe, and require. 
d. Advisories 
In uttering e, S advises H to A. it means in uttering expression, speaker 
advises hearer to do action. If S expresses: 
i. The belief that there is (sufficient) reason for H to A, and 
ii. The intention that H take S’s belief as (sufficient) reason for him to 
A.  
Advisories: admonish, advice, caution, counsel, propose, recommend, 
suggest, urge and warm. 
Based on the theory above, the researcher only used seven from all of 
the paradigms has explained by Searle & Vanderveken (1985: 198) and Bach 
& Harnish (1979:47).  The seven paradigms as follows: 
a. Ask, “Ask” has two quite distinct uses. One is in the notion of asking a 
question and the second is in the notion of asking someone to do something. 
In the sense of “ ask question” it means request that the hearer performs a 
speech act to the speaker, the form of which is already determined by the 
propositional content of the question. Thus if the question is a yes-no 
question requesting an assertive. Likewise, The chracteristic of “ask-
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question” is use wh-question in the conversation (Searle & Vanderveken 
(1985: 198). Example: Now we need to finish the job. And the question is, 
how? (Obama’s speech, P2),  The speaker is asked the audience to show that 
he was concerning how to complete the program that he has planned to 
stabilize the finances that have experienced a crisis happening and increased 
proper job in America. In this case, Obama did not ask about direct answer, 
he only told the audience about his concern and indirectly the audience to 
think how to solve it together with him.   
According to Searle in Freudinger. M (2012: 13) “Certain kinds of 
illocutionary acts are really special cases of other kinds; thus asking 
questions is really a special case of requesting, viz., Requesting information 
(real question) or requesting that the hearer display knowledge (exam 
question). This explains our intuition that an utterance of the request form, 
‘Tell me the name of the first president of the United States’, is equivalent 
in force to an utterance of the question form, ‘What’s the name of the first 
President of the United States?’ It also partly explains why the verb ‘ask’ 
covers both requests and questions, e.g., ‘He asked me to do it’ (request), 
and ‘He asked me why’ (question).”  
b. Command, that issuance of a command requires that the speaker is in a 
position of authority over the hearer or not simple one of power. To direct 
someone by invoking a position of authority or power commits the speaker 
to not giving him the option of refusal (the “not” here is an illocutionary 
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negation), (Searle & Vanderveken 1985: 198). According to vanderveken 
in Sundari (2009: 27) a command is requires authority or at least pretended 
institutionalized power. Thus to give an order is to demand of the hearer 
that he does something while invoking a position of authority of power 
over him ( special mode of achievement) while a comand is just give an 
order  from a position of authority. For example: ...Now Congress must act 
as well, by passing legislation to give our government a greater capacity to 
secure our networks and deter attacks, (Obama’s speech, P10). It means 
that the authority or the president Obama want to the congress is more 
greater to doing something for American people, Commanding is 
characterized by the use of imperative sentence. 
c. Request, a request is a directive illocution that allows for the possibility of 
refusal. A request can be granted or refused by the hearer (Searle & 
Vanderveken 1985: 198). According to Trosborg (1994: 187) states that a 
request is an illocutionary act whereby a speaker (requester) conveys to a 
hearer (requestee) that he/she wants the requestee to perform an act which is 
for the benefit of the speaker and, sometimes for the hearer. The purpose of 
a request is to involve the hearer in some future action which has positive 
consequencess for the speaker and may imply costs to the hearer. For 
example: Lucy’s utterance “ Dear Santa, i am looking forward to your 
arrival. Bring me lots of everything. The more the better. It means that Lucy 
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shares her desire in the letter delivered for Santa Clause. She wants Santa 
Clause will give a presents in the christmas.  
d. Pray, to pray is to entreat God (or some other sacred person or entity). So 
that proposition represents a future course of action of God’s with respect to 
the time of utterance (Searle & Vanderveken (1985: 198). According to 
Tilley ( 2000: 56)  Speech act of praying are also institutionally free: to 
perform them requires no special status or institutional role, or even 
membership in any religious institution, but only that one know how to pray 
and exercise that knowledge. It is a prime example of an institutionally free 
directive performed in a religious context. As example: God bless you, and 
God bless these United States of America (Obama’s speech, P12), Obama’s  
utterance is to performed of act in the proper circumstances is praying.  
e. Invite, inviting is directive, which shows the speaker’s intention to make the 
hearer to do something. When speaker invites his hearer to participate in a 
party, the directive focus is substantialized in the hearer’s responding action. 
On the other hand, on issuing an invitation, the speaker commits a course of 
future action that is beneficial to the hearer (Searle & Vanderveken 1985: 
198).  
 The characteristic of inviting paradigms according to Abdulah in 
journal ( 2013: 3) has given described and characterized in the form of the 
following propositional idealized cognitive models, there are: 
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1. Agent Type: the person who performs the action expressed in the 
predication can be the speaker, the addressee, and/or a third party. 
2. Time of Action: the action presented in the predication can take place in 
the past, present, or future time. 
3. Degree of Speaker's Will: degree to which the speaker wishes the state of 
affairs expressed in the predication to take place. 
4. Degree of Addressee's Will: degree to which the addressee wishes the 
state of affairs expressed in the predication to take place. 
5. Degree of Cost-benefit: degree to which the realization of the state of 
affairs expressed in the predication represents something positive (i.e. 
benefit) or something negative (i.e. cost) for the speaker, the addressee, 
and/or a third person. 
6. Degree of Optionality: degree to which the person who is to materialise 
the state of affairs expressed in the predication is free to decide upon his 
subsequent course of action. 
7. Degree of Mitigation: degree to which the force of the speech act is 
softened. 
8. Degree of Power: the relative position of the speaker and the addressee in 
a hierarchy of authority. 
9. Degree of Social Distance: the relative position of the participants in a 
continuum of intimacy. 
23 
 
 
 
For example: Let’s cut in half the energy wasted by our homes and 
businesses over the next 20 year (Obama’s speech, P5).  it meas that 
Obama’s utterance is  invite the audience and all people in America to 
take a particular action that is to cut in half the energy wasted by United 
Stated and doing businesses for the future. 
In short, the fact that the act of inviting (1) presents the addressee as 
the agent· of a future action, (2) involves a future benefit for the addressee, 
and (3) involves the speaker's cooperation in performing the future action, 
explains its mixed commissive-directive nature. 
f. Advice, the aim of issuing the advice would normally be to get you to take 
some appropriate action (Searle & Vanderveken 1985: 198). According to 
Vandeverken in Nindyasari (2013: 5) Advising gives (someone) a 
recommendation about what should be done. The main feature that 
differentes speech act from other exhortative speech acts, such as request or 
suggestion, refers to the fact that advice imply a future course of action 
which is in the sole interest of the hearer. On the contrary, in request the 
benefits exclusively for the speaker, and sugestions may imply benefits for 
both interlocutors. As example: You shouldn't drink so much. It meas that 
the speaker advice the hearer to take particular action and the benefits for 
the hearer. The speaker advises him not to drink too much probably mak the 
hearer sickness . 
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g. Suggesting, According to Rintell in Martínez-Flor (2005: 168) states, "in a 
suggestion, the speaker asks the hearer to take some action which the speaker 
believes will benefit the hearer, even one that the speaker should desire". Direct 
suggestions are performed by means of performative verbs, a noun of 
suggestion or "illocutionary forcé indicating device" (Bardovi-Harlig and 
Hartford (1996:180) in Martínez-Flor (2005: 168)) imperatives and negative 
imperative.  
For example:  
• "Why don 't you go into the title  " (negative imperative) 
• "Another thing you might wanna try is Google.” ( imperative)  
In this case, when the speaker say something to the hearer and how to 
apply the theory well, it is depends on the context. According to Schiffrin 
(1994:365), context is what speakers and hearers know, for example about 
social institutions about others’ wants and needs, about the nature of human 
rationality, etc and how that language guides the use of language and the 
interpretation of utterances. Halliday in Gerot and Wignell (1995: 174) reveals 
context into two group, they are context of culture and context of situation. In 
context of situation, they are divided into linguistic context (verbal) and non 
linguistic context (non-verbal). Jef Verschueren (1999:75) reveals the 
Malinowski’s term of ‘context of situation’  
“Exactly as in the reality of spoken or written languages, a word without 
linguistic context is a mere figment and stands for nothing by itself, so in the 
reality of a spoken living tongue, the utterance has no meaning except in the 
context of situation.” (Malinowski 1923: 307). 
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According to Van Der Auwera ( 2003: 56) A particular type of indirect 
speech act is conventionalized for a directive situation with a specific 
performer (1
st
, 2
nd
 or 3
rd
 person), because the performer determines which parts 
of the directive scenario are activated, and only at a successive stage the 
reinterpretation may spread to other directive situations with different 
performers. In the most typical directive situation, the performer coincides with 
the addressee. Languages, however, are generally able to express directive 
speech acts addressed to the addressee plus a third party, to the addressee(s) 
plus the speaker, and to a third party. 
 For example: 
a. Go away!  
b. Let’s go!  
c. Let him/her/them go!  
“Let’s” has a propositive particle that occurs in the same sentence-final 
position as the declarative, interrogative, and imperative particles. Sentences 
ending with the propositive particle are used for proposing a course of action 
(Sadock 1994: 17). 
E. Directive  function of illocutionary act 
The speaker’s utterance or interaction will be able to influence the 
listener’s behavior when the speaker’s saying something to the listener. It relates 
to the positive politeness and negative politeness behavior. According to Yule 
(1996: 62) explaining his theory as, follows: 
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1. Positive politeness 
Positive politeness is a face saving act which is concerned with the 
person’s positive face will tend to show solidarity, emphasize that both 
speakers want the same thing and that they have a common goal. Positive face 
is the need to be accepted, even liked, by others to be treated as a member of 
the same group and to know that his or her wants shared by other. A positive 
politeness strategy leads the requester to appeal to a common goal, and even 
friendship. The choice of a type of expression that is less direct potentially less 
clearly, generally is making a greater effort it term concern for face.   
The tendency to use positive politeness forms, emphasizing closeness 
between speaker and hearer, can be seen as a solidarity strategy. Frequently, a 
solidarity strategy will be marked via inclusive terms such as “we” and “let’s”.   
2. Negative politeness 
Negative politeness is a face saving act which is oriented to the person’s 
negative face will tend to show difference, emphasize the importance of the 
other’s time or concerns, and even include an apology for the imposition or 
interruption. Negative politeness is typically expressed via question, even 
questions that seem to ask for permission to ask question.  
F. Discourse Analysis 
1. Definition of Discourse Analysis 
Discourse analysis is study about text and context. Discourse is the 
organization of language above sentences or above clauses and therefore it 
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studies larger linguistic units such us conversational exchanges or written text 
(Stubbs, 1983: 81). 
“Situational context can also be reflected from three aspects – field, 
mode and tenor; these are highly general concepts for describing how 
the context of situation determines the kinds of meaning that are 
expressed”. (Halliday and Hasan 1976: 22). 
 
Based on its theory field is the event, in other words, where the 
communication takes place, e.g. legal language, public speaking, informal 
conversation. Mode is connected with the form of language and considers if the 
language is spoken or written, extempore or prepared. Moreover, the purpose 
of the speaker or writer is considered (narrative, didactic, persuasive, etc.) 
Tenor examines the relationship between the participants of communication. It 
usually stresses also the difference between formality and informality, public 
and private, and also politeness and familiarity. These criteria can distinguish 
registers such as legal language, scientific writing, informal conversation or 
news broadcasting (Halliday and Hasan 1976: 22). 
According to Gee (1999: 88) a discourse analysis is based on the details 
of speech (and gaze and gesture and action) or writing that are arguably 
deemed relevant in the situation and that are relevant to the arguments the 
analyst is attempting to make. A discourse analysis is not based on all the 
physical features present, not even all those that might, in some conceivable 
context, be meaningful, or might be meaningful in analyses with different 
purposes. Based on the analyst’s theories of how language, situations, and 
interactions work in general and in the specific situation. In this sense, a 
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transcript is a theoretical entity. It does not stand outside an analysis, but, 
rather, is part of it (Gee 1999: 88). 
2. Types of Discourse 
According to Cook (1989: 50) says that discourse is divided into two 
types; they are spoken and written discourse. 
a. Spoken Discourse 
Spoken discourse is the often considered to be less planned and 
orderly more open to intervention by the receiver. There are some kinds of 
spoken discoursing of lesson, interviews, etc. Based on Taringan states 
Spoken discourse is “Wacana yang disampaikan secara lisan dan untuk 
menerima, memahami, atau menikmatinya, maka sang penerima dalam hal 
ini penyimak, harus mendengarkannya” (Tarigan, 1985: 51-52).  
b. Written Discourse 
Written discourse is non-reciprocal discourse, sender, and receiver 
may have no opportunity for discourse is commonly edited, revised, and 
generally polished before being exposed to a reader. And Taringan says the 
Written discourse is “Wacana yang disampaikan secara tertulis, dan untuk 
menerima, memahami, atau menikmatinya sang penerima harus 
membacanya” (Taringan, 1985: 52-53). 
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G. Speech 
1. Definition of speech 
According to Sojka P. and Pala K. (2004: 243) “Speech is the 
expression of or the ability to express thoughts and feelings by articulate 
sounds”.  
Based on the definition above it is mean that speech is the competently 
of the articulation by speaker to say something based on the brain to express 
what the speaker really means.  
According to Stalnaker (1999: 2) “Speech is expressing thoughts in the 
form of words addressed to the crowd or discourse prepared to say in front of 
the audience”. 
Based on the definition of speech, it is the articulation based on the 
thinking of brain in word form’s which has meaning, who has prepared and 
showing to audience or social public. 
 In the content of speech, actually it contains great quantities 
information. That information is about the social conditions or the speaker’s 
life. As Dybkjær. L states (2007: 33) “Speech is to portray a complex bundle of 
information, the strands of which also include speaker identity, character, 
health, mood, interest, and emotion”. 
2. The Characteristic  of Speech 
According to Guntur Tarigan (1981: 22) the characteristic of speech 
there are: 
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(a) Pidato dalam situasi yang bersifat memberitahukan atau 
melaporkan, bersifat informatif (informative speaking). (b) Pidato 
dalam situasi yang bersifat membujuk, mengajak, atau meyakinkan 
(persuasive speaking). (c) Pidato dalam situasi yang bersifat 
merundingkan dengan tenang dan hati-hati (deliberate speaking). 
 
Based on the description about the characteristic of speech above the 
writer can conclude that; informative speaking is the contribution of the 
speaker to interpret about the condition of the reality which is happening; such 
as; economy, education, work, technology, entertainment and so on. And 
persuasive speaking is how the speaker to make listener believes or follows 
about what the speaker says like when the speaker say “A” the listener says 
“A” too. Then, deliberate speaking is when the speaker takes quietly about 
what to say. So the listener will be easy to understand about what the speaker 
says. 
3. The Characteristic Obama in Deliveries Speech 
In this case, the characteristic of speech above has suitability on the 
speech of president of United State of America; his name is Barack H. Obama. 
The ways of Obama speech include his explicitness in articulation and his 
rhetoric make the audience wants to follows his utterance. His speech contains 
persuasion to audience. Then, the way of his speech is calm. So the listener is 
easy to understand about the information in his speech. 
In Thorton J. journal says (2009:15) the characteristic of President 
Barack Obama in delivery of his speech there are: 
(a) Self-reliant, (b) have vision and mission, (c) Have the quality 
exceptionally, and (d) Agent of changes. 
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In his view, Thorton explained that there are: firstly, self-reliant; in 
delivery of his speech, self-reliant reflected to arouse the audience to believe 
and follow him. Like the motto of the campaign at July 20, 2008, Obama’s said 
“yes we can”. Secondly, have vision and mission, the one of vision is as 
possible of the social goal it can through attachment of some kind and the 
mission is the American rest on a fair deal and united. As Obama’s rhetoric is 
when the campaign at July 20, 2008 “change we can believe in”. Thirdly, have 
the quality exceptionally, in this sense, the president Barack Obama have the 
qualities are charismatic phenomenally, perseverance, warmth and fascination. 
As reconcilement Nobel prize by New Mexico Governor, Bill Richardson to 
President Barack Obama “Once in a lifetime leader”. It is the real evidence 
that’s the Obama has the quality exceptionally. And fourth, Agent of changes, 
Obama has good fascination as a society innovator, politics and economy. As 
one of the rhetoric in his campaign at July 20, 2008 “change we can believe 
in”, he becomes the winner of the election as the real evidence to make the 
society voting for him becomes president.  
H. Biography of President Obama 
Barack Obama was inaugurated as the 44th President of the United States 
—becoming the first African American to serve in that office —on January 20, 
2009. 
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Barack Hussein Obama was born on August 4, 1961, in Hawaii. His 
parents, who met as students at the University of Hawaii, were Ann Dunham, a 
white American from Kansas, and Barack Obama, Sr., a black Kenyan studying in 
the United States. Obama's father left the family when Obama was two and, after 
further studies at Harvard University, returned to Kenya, where he died in an 
automobile accident nineteen years later. After his parents divorced, Obama's 
mother married another foreign student at the University of Hawaii, Lolo Soetoro 
of Indonesia. From age six through ten, Obama lived with his mother and 
stepfather in Indonesia, where he attended Catholic and Muslim schools. "I was 
raised as an Indonesian child and a Hawaiian child and as a black child and as a 
white child," Obama later recalled. "And so what I benefited from is a multiplicity 
of cultures that all fed me." 
During a summer internship at Chicago's Sidley and Austin law firm after 
his first year at Harvard, Obama met Michelle Robinson, a South Side native and 
Princeton University and Harvard Law School graduate who supervised his work 
at the firm. He wooed her ardently and, after a four-year courtship, they married in 
1992. The Obamas settled in Chicago's racially integrated, middle-class Hyde 
Park neighborhood, where their first daughter, Malia Ann, was born in 1998 and 
their second daughter, Natasha (called Sasha), was born in 2001. 
On the state senate, Obama began eyeing a 2004 race for the U.S. Senate 
seat held by Peter Fitzgerald, an unpopular first-term Republican who decided not 
to run for reelection. In October 2002, as Congress was considering a resolution 
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authorizing President George W. Bush to launch a war to depose the Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein, Obama spoke at an antiwar rally in Chicago. "I don't oppose all 
wars," he declared. "What I am opposed to is a dumb war. What I am opposed to 
is a rash war." By speaking out against Bush's war policies, Obama set himself 
apart from the other leading candidates for the Democratic Senate nomination, as 
well as from most Senate Democrats with presidential ambitions, including 
Hillary Rodham Clinton of New York, John Kerry of Massachusetts, and John 
Edwards of North Carolina.  
In addition to his election, the other highlight of 2004 for Obama was his 
wildly successful keynote address at the Democratic National Convention. "There 
are not a liberal America and a conservative America," he declared. "There's a 
United States of America. There's not a black America and white America and 
Latino America and Asian America. There's a United States of America." Obama 
encapsulated his speech's themes of optimism and unity with the phrase, "the 
audacity of hope," which he borrowed from Reverend Jeremiah Wright. 
          (Charlottesville: 2014).
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY OF REASEARCH 
 This chapter presented the method of the research. They are method of 
research, source of data, instrument of research, procedures of data collection and 
technique of data analysis. 
A.  Method of Research 
This researcher conducted by using descriptive qualitative method. 
According to Glass & Hopkins (1984: 160) Descriptive qualitative method is 
procedure that is used to describe data in the form of words written or spoken. 
This method is intended to describe anything that is related to the taxonomy of 
illocutionary acts in Obama’s Speech “State of the Union 2013” in Washington.   
B. Source of data 
The data of this study was taken from the directive category of taxonomy 
of illocutionary acts used in Obama’s Speech “State of the Union 2013” in 
Washington, at February 12, 2013. The video’s length is about one hour and four 
seconds and Transcript is about 12 pages. 
C. Instrument of Research 
In this research, the writer applied the instrument which was called note 
taking. As Suwarti in Khairul stated (2011: 19) note taking is the technique used 
to collect the data contained in a library work is then written in the form of notes.   
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Based on the definition above, the writer made some notes using piece of 
papers to identify and to classify the directive category and the function of 
taxonomy of illocutionary acts in Obama’s speech “State of the Union 2013”.  
D. Procedures of Data Collection  
The following procedures of collecting data were used by researcher 
through some steps:  
1. The writer watched the video and read the transcript of the speech. 
2. The writer identified the directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary act in 
the speech.  
3. The writer made some notes about directive category of taxonomy of 
illocutionary acts in the speech. 
4. The writer classified the data about directive category taxonomy and the 
functions of illocutionary acts based on the theory. 
E. Technique of Data Analysis 
The data was analyzed by using discourse approach. It could be used to 
identify the directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts produced by the 
Obama’s Speech in “State of the Union 2013”. Then, the directive category of 
taxonomy of speech classified into seven paradigms there are: ask, command, 
request, advice, invite, pray and sugestion by Searle’s theory. The last, the writer 
was analyzed the functions of directive taxonomy of illocutionary acts there are: 
positive politeness and negative politeness based on the theory of the function of 
illocutionary acts in speech act by Yule as a supporting theory.
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
This chapter presented data findings and discussions about taxonomy of 
illocutionary acts in Obama’s speech “State of the Union 2013” in Washington, on 
February 12, 2013. The data was obtained from speech video about one hour and 
four seconds’ length and its transcript about 12 pages. 
A. FINDINGS  
The findings of this research was found by using Searle’s taxonomy of 
illocutionary act theory and in this case, the writer only focused on directive 
category (e.g.: ask, command, request, pray, invite, advice and suggestion). The 
writer identified the functions of directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary 
acts by Yule as the supporting theory. Those are: positive politeness and negative. 
In understanding the data, the writer used some abbreviations such as, TL is Time-
Line, P is page and D is Datum. 
The writer tabulated the collected data of the directive category and the 
function of taxonomy of Illocutionary act in Obama’s speech, as follows: 
NO Data Utterances Class Function 
1 -- The idea that if you work hard 
and meet your responsibilities, 
you can get ahead, no matter 
where you come from, no matter 
what you look like, or who you 
love. 
(TL:00:03:21– 00:03:29/ P1/D1) 
Advice Positive politeness 
2 Now we need to finish the job.  
And the question is, how? 
(TL:00:05:27 – 00:05:31/P2/D2) 
Asking Positive politeness 
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3 To hit the rest of our deficit 
reduction target, we should do 
what leaders in both parties have 
already suggested, and save 
hundreds of billions of  dollars 
by getting rid of tax loopholes 
and deductions for the well-off 
and the well-connected.  
(TL:00:09:45-00:09:59/P3/D3) 
Request Positive politeness 
4 After all, why would we choose to 
make deeper cuts to education and 
Medicare just to protect special 
interest tax breaks? How is that 
fair? Why it is that deficit 
reduction is a big emergency 
justifying making cuts in Social 
Security benefits but not closing 
some loopholes? How does that 
promote growth?  
(TL:00:10:18-00:10:24/P3/D4) 
Asking Positive politeness 
5 Now is our best chance for 
bipartisan, comprehensive tax 
reform that encourages job creation 
and helps bring down the deficit. 
We can get this done.  
(TL:00:10:28-00:10:43/P3/D5) 
Suggestion Positive politeness 
6 Let’s agree right here, right now 
to keep the people’s government 
open, and pay our bills on time, 
and always uphold the full faith 
and credit of the United States of 
America.  
(TL:00:12:32-00:12:05/P3/D6) 
Invitation Positive politeness 
7 How do we attract more jobs to 
our shores?  How do we equip our 
people with the skills they need to 
get those jobs?  And how do we 
make sure that hard work leads to a 
decent living?  
(TL:00:13:44-00:13:56/P3/D7) 
Asking Positive politeness 
8 And I thank the last Congress for 
passing some of that agenda. I 
urge this Congress to pass the 
rest.  
(TL:00:14:09-00:14:11/P3/D8) 
Command Positive politeness 
9 It is not a bigger government we 
need, but a smarter government 
Suggestion Positive politeness 
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that sets priorities and invests in 
broad-based growth. That's what 
we should be looking for. 
(TL:00:14:32-00:14:45/P3/D9) 
10 I’m announcing the launch of three 
more of these manufacturing hubs, 
where businesses will partner with 
the Department of Defense and 
Energy to turn regions left behind 
by globalization into global centers 
of high-tech jobs. And I ask this 
Congress to help create a 
network of 15 of these hubs and 
guarantee that the next 
revolution in manufacturing is 
made right here in America.  
(TL:00:15:46-00:16:10/P4/D10) 
Request Positive politeness 
11  Now, if we want to make the best 
products, we also have to invest in 
the best ideas. 
(TL:00:16:26-00:16:31/P4/D11) 
Suggestion Positive politeness 
12 But for the sake of our children and 
our future, we must do more to 
combat climate change.  
(TL:00:18:08-00:18:14/P4/D12) 
Invitation Positive politeness 
13 I urge this Congress to get 
together, pursue a bipartisan, 
market-based solution to climate 
change… 
(TL:00:19:25-00:19:30/P4/D13) 
Command Positive politeness 
14 If a nonpartisan coalition of CEOs 
and retired generals and admirals 
can get behind this idea, then so 
can we. Let’s take their advice 
and free our families and 
businesses from the painful 
spikes in gas prices we’ve put up 
with for far too long. 
(TL:00:21:15-00:21:30/P5/D14) 
Suggestion Positive politeness 
15 Let’s prove that there’s no better 
place to do business than here in 
the United States of America, 
and let’s start right away. We can 
get this done 
(TL:00:23:31-00:23:38/P5/D15) 
Invitation Positive politeness 
16 Let’s streamline the process, and 
help our economy grow. These 
Request Positive politeness 
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initiatives in manufacturing, 
energy, infrastructure, housing-- 
 (TL:00:25:10-00:25:16/P6/D16) 
17 Colleges must do their part to 
keep costs down, and it’s our job 
to make sure that they do. 
(TL:00:29:51-00:29:57/P6/D17) 
Command Positive politeness 
18 So tonight, I ask Congress to 
change the Higher Education Act 
so that affordability and value 
are included in determining 
which colleges receive certain 
types of federal aid.  
(TL:00:30:03-00:30:15/P7/D18) 
Command Positive politeness 
19 Now, to grow our middle class, 
our citizens have to have access 
to the education and training 
that today’s jobs require.   
(TL:00:30:32-00:30:39/P7/D19) 
Command Positive politeness 
20 Send me a comprehensive 
immigration reform bill in the 
next few months and I will sign it 
right away.  
(TL:00:32:49-00:32:53/P7/D20) 
Command Positive politeness 
21 And I ask this Congress to 
declare that women should earn 
a living equal to their efforts, and 
finally pass the Paycheck Fairness 
Act this year.  
(TL:00:33:46-00:33:56/P7/D21) 
Command Positive politeness 
22 Now, even as we protect our 
people, we should remember that 
today’s world presents not just 
dangers, not just threats, it 
presents opportunities.  
(TL:00:44:22-00:44:29/P10/D22) 
Suggestion Positive politeness 
23 Thank you. God bless you, and 
God bless these United States of 
America. 
(TL:01:00:01:01:00:03/P11/D23) 
Pray Positive politeness 
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B. DISCUSSIONS 
In this part, the writer discussed the directive category of taxonomy of 
illocutionary act in Obama’s speech “State of the Union 2013” in Washington. On 
other hand, the writer analyzed the data of directive category and the function of 
taxonomy of illocutionary acts based on the theory.  
1. Directive Category of Taxonomy of Illocutionary Act 
According to Searle (1979: 12) Directives is a speech acts that causes 
the hearer to take a particular action, in other words it’s ordering someone to 
do something. The paradigms of directive class are: ask, command, request, 
pray, invite, advice and suggestion. 
a. Asking 
Based on the findings, the writer explained the data about asking in 
Obama’s speech, as following:  
In datum 2, Now we need to finish the job. And the question is, how? 
Was categorized as asking.  By his utterance, Obama did not ask about 
direct answer from the audience, he only told the audience about his concern 
and indirectly ask the audience to think how to solve it together with 
Obama. Obama asked the audience to show that he was concerning how to 
complete the program that he has planned to stabilize the finances that have 
experienced a crisis because of the war in Afghanistan and increased proper 
job and salary for middle class.  
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In datum 4, How does that promote growth? Was categorized as 
asking. The writer appealed to audience sense about how previous 
government cut education and Medicare taxpayer which he stated 
previously “After all, why would we choose to make deeper cuts to 
education and Medicare just to protect special interest tax breaks? How is 
that fair? Why it is that deficit reduction is a big emergency justifying 
making cuts in Social Security benefits but not closing some loopholes? 
How does that promote growth?” Through the utterance above, it can be 
interpreted that Obama believed those were not proper steps, because it will 
only destroy priorities such as education, energy, and medical research for 
future generations and for the retirees. In this datum, Obama asked the 
audience about how they promote the growth of such countries. As a famous 
leader with agent of change character, Obama tried to fix the previous step 
of the economy policies and which the government now should be cutting 
taxpayer subsidies to prescription of drug companies and asked the 
wealthiest seniors to cooperate in finding the solution for the importance 
and to improve the economy of the country. 
In datum 7, How do we attract more jobs to our shores?  How do we 
equip our people with the skills they need to get those jobs?  And how do we 
make sure that hard work leads to a decent living? The utterance showed 
Obama's questions to the audiences in order to do something that Obama 
asked how people create jobs, improve their skills and get a proper job in 
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America. So, the datum was classified into ask in directive class. The 
utterance above showed that to decrease the state deficit and growth middle 
class’ prosperity, Obama asked congress to attract entrepreneurs from either 
outside or locally to create jobs, to provide job training to the society, and to 
work based on their sector. 
Based on Searle’s theory,  the definition of ask has two purposes 
which are an idea that expressed for a request in question form “ask-
question” and an idea from speaker to asking someone to do something. In 
this case, based on those three datum above “ask-question” used by Obama 
for asking someone to do something. However, in its sentences actually 
which not ask for direct answer from the audience on that time. It was told 
question which implied the Obama’s concern of his speech to the audience. 
He questioned the effect to drive the reader to know his concern being in 
that position.  
b. Commanding 
Based on the findings, the writer explained the data about command 
in Obama’s speech, as following:  
In datum 8, I urge this Congress to pass the rest. As a leader, 
Obama has higher authority than audiences to instruct the audiences to do 
something. In this data the writer found that Obama urges Congress to 
resolve the government programs that have been implemented at more than 
one million new jobs which Obama has stated at one and a half years ago in 
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the Congress to growth the economy and welfare of its citizens. So, the 
datum above was included into command in Directive Class. 
In datum 13, Obama’s utterance was commanding the hearer to take 
a particular action. Obama was a best leader or similar with character of an 
agent of change. He has good fascination as a society innovator, politician 
and in economy. In this data, Obama urged the congress to get together, 
pursued a bipartisan, marked-based solution to climate change. It meant that 
he wanted to make meaningful progress for the strong economic growth in 
the country and to reduce pollution for protecting the future generations 
from climate change.  
In datum 17, “Colleges must do their part to keep costs down, and 
it’s our job to make sure that they do” was categorized as command. That 
issuance of a command requires that the speaker is in a position of authority 
over the hearer or not simple one of power. To direct someone by invoking 
a position of authority or power commits the speaker to not giving him the 
option of refusal (the “not” here is an illocutionary negation) (Searle & 
Vanderveken). Based on theory above, Obama has higher authority than 
audiences to instruct the audiences to do something. Obama as a president is 
well-known as a leader who has strong vision and mission. In this data, 
Obama commanded the hearer to take a particular action, which was to 
make sure that the colleges must do to keep costs down as in his 
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administration program. So, the college was more affordable for millions of 
student in State of the United.  
In datum 18, “So tonight, I ask Congress to change the Higher 
Education Act so that affordability and value are included in determining 
which colleges receive certain types of federal aid”. Obama as a leader 
commanding the congress to take a particular action that is to change the 
Higher Education Act; that purpose is to alleviate the higher education 
becomes more affordable for student and families, then  colleges will get 
government supported and facility. One of supported by Obama’s 
administration is “College Scorecard” that parents and students can use to 
compare schools based on a simple criteria -- where you can get the most 
bang for your educational buck”. 
In datum 19, to increase the progress of the middle class, Obama 
ordered the audiences to take an action. He wanted that no one in Society 
America did not have education facilities and jobs. Through his utterance in 
datum 20 “Now, to grow our middle class, our citizens have to have access 
to the education and training that today’s jobs require”, the writer found 
that Obama ordered the cabinet and senate in Congress to apply the 
government programs to decrease the cost of education, so to be affordable 
for people who are not able to learn in an international standard education 
either high school or university and to provide proper job in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics sectors, because the employment 
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skills currently were looking for the jobs which is exist now and will be 
there in the future. 
In datum 20, as a leader in the congress, Obama asked the senate 
and cabinet to work together in the immigration sector and to send the 
regulation of tax reform for the next few months and he will sign it soon. It 
meant that, Obama wanted the Senate and his cabinet to accept the 
proposals about regulation of immigrate reform which has purpose to make 
economic growth in America. In this speech, Obama has mentioned several 
proposals on tax reform which was proposed to Congress. Those were; 
“Real reformation which meant to build a responsible to citizens that was 
obtained from the passing a background check, pay taxes and fines. And 
also fixing the legal immigration system to cut line times and attract highly 
skill entrepreneurs and engineers who will help to create jobs and to grow 
economy in America” 
In datum 21, According to Searle and Vanderveken, stated that the 
issuance of a command requires the speaker be in a position of authority 
over the hearer or not simple one of power. Command was showed in the 
utterance, “And I ask this Congress to declare that women should earn a 
living equal to their efforts, and finally pass the Paycheck Fairness Act this 
year”. By this statement, Obama ordered Congress to declare justice for 
women and to get a job for them according to their ability. This was related 
to campaign on July 20, 2008 that he wanted to make the on a fair deal or 
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justice and united in America. He did not make different status of people 
who were living in America. It meant that to provide justice for women to 
work both in government or private and without any guarantee of violence, 
so that women can do the work based on their own ability. It has been 
suggested by Obama on the previous statement in his speech on that evening 
to the congress that “We know our economy can become stronger when our 
wives, our mothers, our daughters can live their lives free from 
discrimination in the workplace and free from the fear of violence in 
household”. 
Those seven datum above, they are kind of command. Based on the 
theory, command is an order which shows the authority by speaker about an 
orgent thing and cannot refused by the audiences. In this case, command 
which used by the president Barack Obama who tells his speech is someone 
that very needed by the society of America. His speech also shows his 
authority as a president in which expressed all of his policies. 
c. Requesting 
Based on the findings, the writer explained the data about request 
paradigm in Obama’s speech, as following:  
In datum 3, a request is a directive illocution that allows for the 
possibility of refusal. A request can be granted or refused by the hearer. 
What Obama expressed in this datum “To hit the rest of our deficit 
reduction target, we should do what leaders in both parties have already 
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suggested, and save hundreds of billions of  dollars by getting rid of tax 
loopholes and deductions for the well-off and the well-connected”, related 
to the theory of request, which was Obama asked Congress on the 
government to take advice on how to decrease the deficit which has been 
suggested by the previous leader those were cutting the budget from healthy 
sector and educational sector. But those policies were different with 
Obama’s policies and purposes deficit to repair in America. So, Obama 
requested the audience to understand that his program to reduce by cutting 
taxpayer subsidies to prescription of drug companies and ask the wealthiest 
seniors to providing the proper job for the future generations as a way for 
decreasing the deficit. 
In datum 10, as a President, Obama was well-known as an agent of 
change who has good fascination as a society innovator, politician and 
economy. In this data, the writer found that Obama has created 
manufacturing innovation institute in Ohio, state of the art lab, and changed 
region left behind by globalization into global centers of high-tech jobs. In 
this case, Obama’s utterance was to request the congress to help in creating 
a network of 15 of these hubs was made in America. As Obama’s statement 
“And I ask this Congress to help create a network of 15 of these hubs and 
guarantee that the next revolution in manufacturing is made right here in 
America. 
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According to the theory proposed by Searle. Request is a request 
from the speaker to the hearer to do something that allows may be refused 
by the hearer. It has purposed from the request which tells have benefit 
either from the speaker or from the hearer they did as well. In this case, it 
was found in two datum above, which Obama express a request that has 
benefit both for him and to the audience. Meanwhile, it can posibly refused 
by the hearer.  
d. Praying 
The writer only found one datum about praying in Obama’s speech, 
it was datum 23, “Thank you. God bless you, and God bless these United 
States of America” indicated that he wanted the hearer to take a particular 
action as praying. That proposition Obama was represented a future course 
of action of God’s with respect to the time of his utterance. In this data, it 
showed not only Obama as a president but also the entire citizen to pray to 
God who has protected State of the Union for their place for living. 
In this datum, according to Searle’s theory who explained that 
praying is asking intense to the God, which have purpose for something in 
the future. Therefore, thus in this datum Obama prays for the God to 
blessing, to providing walfare for his society and his country as well. 
e. Inviting  
Based on the findings, the writer explained the data about inviting in 
Obama’s speech, as following:  
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In datum 6, Invite was directive, which showed the speaker’s 
intention to make the hearer to do something. Obama also showed this trait 
of inviting in his speech. Obama invited the people who were living in 
America to keep the system of open government in investing or doing 
business and also he invited all the audiences to agree about state rules 
which must pay the taxes on time and to make the USA as a country that 
provided good service to investors and to the businessman. It meant that the 
Obama’s invitation was to promote good governance in the economy and 
country security sectors, so the audiences can follow the programs that 
Obama gave to them. 
In datum 12, in delivering an invitation, Obama as a president asked 
the audience to perform actions in the future which were useful to the 
audiences.“But for the sake of our children and our future, we must do more 
to combat climate change”, in this data, the writer found that to save the 
future generations, Obama invited the congress and people who are living in 
the United States to reduce the use of energy and avoid the dangers of 
harmful pollution of carbon which were dangerous for the children in 
America because of global warming. 
In datum 15, Obama’s utterance was inviting the hearer to take a 
particular action. As a leader, Obama was well-known as an agent of 
change. In this data, the writer found that he wanted the citizen to make the 
United of States as a best country to all of people in the world to do business 
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and even friendship. Best in the economy, education, or politic sector which 
was to upgrade what the State businesses needed most. 
By using Searle’s theory about the invitation in directive, Obama 
asks the audiences for doing something by inviting the audiences for taking 
an action to their nation which has benefit for the audiences and also to the 
future of their nation. In the theory was explained that invite is which shows 
the speaker’s intention to make the hearer to do something. On issuing an 
invitation, the speaker commits a course of future action that beneficial to 
the hearer (Searle & Vanderveken 1985 :198). 
f. Advising 
In this part, the writer found only one datum. in datum 1, -- The idea 
that if you work hard and meet your responsibilities, you can get ahead, no 
matter where you come from, no matter what you look like, or who you love, 
the datum was categorized as advising. Obama’s utterance was advising the 
hearer to take a particular action. In this data, the writer found that everyone 
who is living in the States of the Union either aboriginal or migrant can live 
better than before when they will work hard and meet their responsibilities, 
Obama stated “...you can get ahead, no matter where you come from, no 
matter what you look like, or who you love”. 
Based on the datum above, theory of advice was explained that the 
aim of issuing the advice would normally be to get you to take some 
appropriate action or gives someone a recommendation about what should 
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be done, and the fact that advice imply a future course action which in the 
sole interest of the hearer.  So, this datum related to the theory Obama as a 
president who providing advice to the audiences in congress about 
something should be done and the purpose can usefull for the American 
society. 
g. Suggesting 
Based on the findings, the writer explained the data about suggestion 
in Obama’s speech, as following:  
In datum 5, Obama’s utterance was suggesting the hearer to take a 
particular action. In this data, the writer found for the country and society, 
Obama in his administration wanted to reduce deficit which has been done 
and lowered tax rates for businesses and manufacturers that could create 
jobs in the United States of America. Obama as a president was giving best 
chance for bipartisan to get his programs finished.  
In datum 9, as a president, Obama was well-known as a leader who 
has the quality exceptionally character these were phenomenally, 
perseverance, warmth and fascination characteristic. Through this data, “It 
is not a bigger government we need, but a smarter government that sets 
priorities and invests in broad-based growth. That's what we should be 
looking for”, the writer found Obama was suggesting the hearer to take a 
particular action. He wanted to make the best government in his 
administration. Then, the people of the Union was making the government 
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as central for new jobs, manufacturing and to increase the United states 
more progressive not only as a bigger government but also a smarter 
government to put on the businessmen and the government investment in 
broad-based growth.  
In datum 11, “Now, if we want to make the best products, we also 
have to invest in the best ideas”. Obama’s utterance was giving information 
about economic programs. To make the best product, the people have to 
invest in the best ideas. It meant that Obama wanted to create jobs which 
contained benefit for the people and to make the state’s finance growth. 
Obama’s utterance was categorized as suggestion. This speech for the 
citizen to get a good job and to help the economic in State of the Union was 
growing. 
In datum 14, “Let’s take their advice and free our families and 
businesses from the painful spikes in gas prices we’ve put up with for far too 
long”. Was categorizing as suggestion. To reduce deficit of government and 
saving the generations in America, Obama was suggesting to the congress 
and the citizen to take the advice who has giving by non-bipartisan from 
CEO and retired generals and admirals to reducing the energy used. Obama 
as a president well-known as a leader has self-reliant character, Obama 
believed that, the advice benefit for the people who are living in United of 
the States. By reducing the used of energy could protect the future 
generations, reduced pollution, and prepared the society to be ready in stand 
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for the consequence of climate change, and made the transition of renewable 
energy. Obama has made it clear through his previous utterance “....... now 
and in the future, to reduce pollution, prepare our communities for the 
consequences of climate change, and speed the transition to more 
sustainable sources of energy”. 
In datum 16, “Let’s streamline the process, and help our economy 
grow” was categorized as suggestion. Obama’s suggested the hearer to take 
a particular action. In this data, the writer found that to grow the economy in 
America the congress and the entire citizen must help Obama’s programs 
well either in manufacturing, energy, infrastructure, or housing sectors. All 
these things will help entrepreneurs and small business owners to expand 
and to create new jobs in America 
In datum 22, Obama’s utterances in “Now, even as we protect our 
people, we should remember that today’s world presents not just dangers, 
not just threats, it presents opportunities”. Was suggesting the hearer to 
take a particular action. In this data, the writer found Obama as a leader 
intended to the congress that the government in saving the people must be 
careful about the dangers and threats either from home affair or foreign, 
then Obama wanted the government to know the opportunities that was to 
turn opportunities into success those were to make boost American exports, 
and support American jobs. As supporting datum of Obama’s utterance, the 
writer found that “To boost American exports, support American jobs and 
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level the playing field in the growing markets of Asia, we intend to complete 
negotiations on a Trans-Pacific Partnership. And tonight, I’m announcing 
that we will launch talks on a comprehensive Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Partnership with the European Union -- because trade that is 
fair and free across the Atlantic supports millions of good-paying American 
jobs”. 
Based on the suggestion’s from datum above, based on the theory of 
this research that suggestion is the speaker intention to the hearer for taking 
a particular action which speaker believe it will be usefull to the hearer and 
it’s something desire by the speaker. In this case, each datum above 
suggestion used by Obama for asking the audiences to do several policies 
who expressed by Obama in his speech. It policies he hopes can usefull for 
all of the American society. It is for job sector, manufacturing sector, and 
basis economics widely. 
2. Directive Function of Illocutionary Act 
In this part, the writer explained the ways of president Barack Obama 
utterances used directive category of illocutionary acts. It was about when 
speaker says something to the audiences. It contained positive politeness and 
negative politeness function which was used to give information to the hearer. 
a. Positive politeness 
Positive politeness is a face saving act which is concerned with the 
person’s positive face will tend to show solidarity, emphasize that both 
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speakers want the same thing and that they have a common goal. Positive 
face is the need to be accepted, even liked, by others to be treated as a 
member of the same group and to know that his or her wants shared by 
other. A positive politeness strategy leads the requester to appeal to a 
common goal, and even friendship. The choice of a type of expression that 
is less direct potentially less clearly, generally is making a greater effort it 
term concern for face.  
Based on the findings, the writer explained the positive politeness in 
Obama’s speech, as following: 
In datum 1, The system of American governance is a governances 
open society system. Which people in America can grow and prosper when 
these people work hard and have a sense of responsibility. As Obama's 
stated that "if you work hard and meet your responsibilities, you can get 
ahead, no matter where you come from, no matter what you look like, or 
who you love". It means Obama statement contains the function of positive 
politeness because providing advice to his citizens to be able to grow and 
life properly when they want to work hardly either as civil servants or 
private employee and put a sense of responsibility for their work. 
In datum 2, Based on the theory of positive politeness is a face 
saving act the which is concerned with the person's positive will face 
growing niche to show solidarity, speakers emphasize that both want the 
same thing and that they have a common goal. In this context of speech 
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while Obama asked the audiences to show how to complete the program 
that has been planned by Obama contains positive attitude function. Because 
of the purpose from his statement is to stabilize state finances which have 
experienced a crisis as a result of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Increase 
middle class become more forward to get a proper job and salary which 
means that for the mutual benefit that is to its citizens and the progress of 
the place in which they stay, the United States. 
In datum 3, Because of the war between Iraq and Afghanistan, 
America has a crisis problem in the sector of economy and financial. As a 
result, it has impact to the government system especially for taxation and all 
at once on welfare also. In this data the writer found to decrease the state of 
deficit, Obama as a president known as an agent of change, and as an 
innovator of society, economy, and the political. Obama asked the audience 
to take advice from both parties which are (independent and republic party) 
which has stated from Obama in his speech "Republicans and independents 
- understand that we cannot just cut our way to prosperity", and save 
hundreds of billion dollars in the taxation system and well connected. It 
meant that both parties realize that the cutting of budget in educational 
sector and healthy sector is not a solution to stabilize state finances but, to 
perform to the tax system is one of the solution from Obama which are 
expected to decrease the deficit and restore the financial of state that has 
been experienced by America as a result of the war against Iraq and 
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Afghanistan. Steps which proposed by Obama contains positive politeness 
functions that provide awareness to Congress and try to restore the 
prosperity of the country due to economy crisis and the high deficit 
countries. 
In datum 4, as an agent of change Obama gives solutions about 
decreasing the deficit in the United States in the sector of education and 
health. In this speech, what Obama shows is different from the previous 
government leaders. Based on the speech context, Obama asks questions to 
the audiences about the discrepancy way from previous leaders to decrease 
the deficit. It contains the functions of positive politeness because it gives a 
hint that to decrease the deficit, it should be cutting taxpayer subsidies for 
prescription drug companies and ask for more from the wealthiest seniors as 
a solution to the importance and improve the economy of the country. Not 
to cut the budget from educational sector and healthy sector. If the previous 
leader takes the choice above, According to Obama's statement in this 
speech that "it's only going to 'destroy priorities such as educational, 
energy, and medical research for the future generations and for the 
retirees". 
In datum 5, the economic crisis is a problem which can occur in any 
country. It will have an impact to people's welfare. In this data, the writer 
found that the America has been experiencing an economic crisis due to the 
cost of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and for the treatment of victims in 
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that war. As a result of in this datum, Obama as apresident was giving a best 
chance for bipartisan to get his programs finished, which the program 
created jobs. So, the American can grow back the economy of state and 
decrease the deficit state due to the economic crisis by cutting taxpayer for 
wealthy businessmen in America. It means that his statement contained the 
function of positive politeness because Obama will restore the public 
welfare through the government programs that have been planned. 
In datum 6, Obama is an American president of 44th and 
Inaugurated on January, 20, 2009, which replaces the previous president, 
George W Bush.  Obama is known as a leader who has the quality of 
confidence character to awaken the audiences become believe and follow 
him. In this data the writer found that Obama invites people who were living 
in America to keep the government open system  in investing or doing 
business and also agree on the rules of state which is paying taxes on time 
and make the US as a country that provide good service to the investors and 
the businessman. Obama’s statement contains a positive function of 
politeness which invites his citizens to take a useful action for the American 
government. With the name of the state, the writer can conclude that it is an 
action to achieve common interests. It has been described in the theory of 
positive politeness by Yule G that mention Positive politeness is a face 
saving act the which is concerned with the person's positive will face 
growing niche to show solidarity, speakers emphasize that both want the 
59 
 
 
 
same thing and that they have a common goal. Positive face is the need to 
be accepted, even preferred, by others to be treated as a member of the same 
group and to know that their desire is accepted by the others. 
In datum 7, The function of Obama's speech is positive politeness. 
Because in this data the writer founds that Obama gives the question about 
how the way people creates jobs, improve their skills and get a proper job in 
America. Based on the speech context, President Obama showed the way to 
decrease the state deficit and economical growth in the middle class. Thus 
the senate and cabinet in the administration requested to attract all of 
entrepreneurs from either abroad or local to create another job, provide job 
training to the society, and working based on their competence. As a 
president, he is known have a remarkable quality and able to understand 
what is necessary by his citizens. 
In datum 8, Obama’s ordered form in the congress at that night was 
a positive politeness functions, because containing order to grow the 
economy and welfare of its citizens. Obama asked his senate and his cabinet 
to finish the government programs about more than one million new jobs 
that have Obama stated at one and a half years ago in the congress. It means 
that to achieve pint interests in a state, so speech content of Obama in that 
congress is positive politeness. Positive politeness is a face saving act relate 
to a person's positive face and it is a need to be accepted, even preferred, by 
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others to be treated as a member of the same group and to know that the 
desire shared by others.  
In datum 9, The function of Obama’s statement in delivering 
information in this data contains the function of positive politeness because 
Obama has been advising the congress to make America as a smart 
governance which is government that sets priority and invest in a growth-
based abroad. It was for the importance of the state and its citizens which is 
to improve the welfare of the citizens, which is the American  should have 
education, get a job and improve the state’s economy as the center of the 
world’s economy. Based on Yule’s theory of positive politeness which is 
face saving act relating to a person's positive face and positive face itself is a 
need to be accepted, even to be liked, by others to be treated as a member of 
the same group and to know that the desire shared by others. 
In datum 10, Obama has purpose to create 15 network 
manufacturing center in America is to make America as the center of the 
world economy, which is as a place where people do business both of 
domestic and overseas. So that people in the USA can work and grow the 
middle class, which quote with the previous speech by Obamam "It is our 
generation's task, then, to reignite the true engine of America's economic 
growth-arising, thriving middle class" (Obama, on page1line16). 
In datum 11, According to Obama in this data is if people in 
America want to make the best products, the government will invest their 
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best ideas. Obama statement contains a positive function of politeness. 
Based on the function of the positive politeness theory is about the ability to 
perform actions relating to the positive face of a person, which is when 
someone say something to others is have action in the same goals and 
desires. The purpose of Obama’s Positive politeness in this data is an act of 
the best ideas of the government in creating jobs for prosperity of all 
American citizens. In this data Obama gives advice to the Congress and all 
American societies to create the best products that the results can be useful 
for people who live in America. 
In datum 12, according to Yule G, positive Politeness is a face 
saving act which related to a person's face and positive face itself is a need 
to be accepted, even preferred, by others to be treated as a member of the 
same group and to know that the desire shared by others. Based on the 
theory in this data the writer found that the Obama’s statement contains the 
function of positive politeness because Obama asked the audiences to show 
an action in the future which are useful to the audiences, such as actions like 
Obama invited the Congress and the people who live in the United States to 
reduce the use of energy and avoid the dangers of carbon pollution can be 
dangerous by children in the United States because of global warming. As 
Obama said in this datum is"... for the sake of our children and our future, 
we must do more to combat climate change". 
62 
 
 
 
In datum 13, Obama is a president who best familiar as a character 
of agent of change. He has good fascination as a society innovator, politic 
and economic. In this data, the writer found that the form of Obama’s 
ordered to the congress contain positive politeness. Cause in this speech 
context, to achieve the purpose which is necessary by economical sector and 
saving the state generation, Obama urged the congress and his cabinet for 
stick together to make the program becomes real. As Obama’s statement “I 
urge this congress to get together”. Then, to save the generation, Obama 
asks the congress to fight with climate change as it solutions, as supported 
statement Obama said “marked-based solution to climate change”.  
In datum 14, the function of Obama’s statement in this data contains 
the function of positive politeness, which Positive politeness is a face saving 
act that concern with the person's positive face will tend to show solidarity, 
emphasize that both speakers want the same thing and that they have a 
common goal. The function of positive politeness is related to Obama's 
statement which delivered to the Congress to reduce the usage of the energy 
by taking the advice that has been given by the non-bipartisan coalition of 
CEOs, generals and retired admirals. By reducing the usage of energy, the 
government and the community are together to maintain the future 
generation of America is caused of climate change from the usage of the 
energy. 
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In datum 15, Obama believes that the programs which have been 
stated either in the sector of manufacturing, energy, infrastructure, or 
housing sectors. It can be actualized when the society and the government 
are working together to make the America as the center of economic world 
which returned to growth because of the crisis in experiencing the state 
while the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Tax laws also become one of the 
causes America turns into crisis which is steps taken by the previous 
government is not proper in making deficit reduction. As Obama stated in 
this data "Let's prove that there is no better place to do business than here 
in the United States of America, and let's start right away. We can get this 
done ". it means that his statement containing the function of positive 
politeness, Because Obama asks the audiences to prove that no one better 
place to do business except in America. Positive politeness is a face saving 
act relating to a person's positive face and positive face itself is a need to be 
accepted, even preferred, by others to be treated as a member of the same 
group and to know that the desire shared by others (Yule G 1996: 62 ). 
In datum 16, Because of war between Iraq and Afghanistan, 
America has problem both of in the sector of economic and financial. It can 
lead to the crisis and the congestion, especially in the government system of 
taxation which has impact on welfare. The functions contained  in this data 
is positive politeness function, because Obama has proposed a program 
which is to restore the crisis and make the America as a center of global 
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economy in the world recognizable and to make America being prosperous 
society. Which steps Obama proposed that the manufacturing sector, energy, 
infrastructure, or housing sectors. All These Things will help entrepreneurs 
and small business owners to expand and to create new jobs in America. 
In datum 17, The function contains in Obama’s speech is a positive 
function of politeness. Because while delivering his speech, Obama tells 
that "Colleges must do their part to keep costs down...".It means that in 
order the citizens can get proper education in the United States who are less 
able to continue his studies, both the level of high school or university. Then 
Obama said, "it’s our job to make sure that they do" it means that senate and 
congress in cabinet will carry out the order to realize this could be done by 
the authority of university, so that people who live in the United States can 
get education and job based on their ability of what they have learnt in the 
university. As the leader who has agreat ability, Obama wants to make an 
intelligence government in America, as stated in the previous statement "It 
is not a bigger government we need, but a smarter government that sets 
priorities and Invests in broad-based growth". 
In datum 18, Obama told the congress that the law about higher 
education should be changed; suit can be also reached by the poor people. It 
means that in his form of speech, it contains of positive politeness function. 
Because based on his statement, he talked about how to create his citizens 
from cannot to continue to study become they can continue study in college. 
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According to Yule G positive politeness is when a speaker shows solidarity 
or shows positive act in a group which is it have a purpose to achieve the 
same goal in the social sector. 
In datum 19, positive function of politeness is face saving acts 
relating to a person's positive face. Positive face is necessary to be accepted, 
even preferred, by others to be treated as a member in the same group and to 
know that their desire is accepted by the others. In this data, the writer found 
that the statement of Obama was giving orders to the audiences to make it 
sure that American should have access to the education and get job training 
for occupational side in greatest necessary. So that it can develop the middle 
class in the United States. As already mentioned "now, to grow our middle 
class, our citizens must have access to education and job training which are 
currently in need". 
In datum 20, Based on Yule Positive politeness is a face saving act 
the which is concerned with the person's positive will face growing niche to 
show solidarity, speakers emphasize that both want the same thing and that 
they have a common goal. In this data the writer found that Obama's request 
to congress in delivering reform of the law in immigration. The purpose of 
this regulation is to make immigrants came to America and does business 
and creates jobs, pay taxes; learn English and it is legally. That will grow 
the American economy. If the American’s economy was back to increase, 
then citizens would be more prosperous. It is a function that shows the 
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positive function which is the person's positive face will be growing and to 
show solidarity, speakers emphasize that both of them want the same thing 
and that they have a common goal. 
In datum 21, In the campaign on July20, 2008 (by compass edition 
in Thorton journal, 2009) one of Obama's mission is to put the country on 
justice and unity for his society. In this data, the writer found that Obama 
wants to provide equal justice to women for work based on their efforts. 
Which is state that "And I ask this Congress to declare that women should 
earn a living equal to Reviews their Efforts, .....". What have Obama stated 
in this speech is containing positive function of politeness. Positive function 
is a positive politeness strategy which leads applicant to pull together a 
social purpose. Common goal here is to give rights and justice for women in 
his country. 
In datum 22, Barack Obama suggested to the congress that is to 
protect American. But Obama insists that when the state protects the 
citizens, its hould be careful by taking action because of the dangers and 
threats in the real world, both from the inside and outside, and in this data 
Obama mentions also that besides from the danger in the world, congress 
should also see an opportunity. Opportunities based on Obama are to 
increase the export in America and support the jobs in America. It is to 
restore the American economic from the crisis due to the war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and make the America as a center of the global economy. 
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Based on the data, Obama’s statement contains a function of positive 
politeness, because to achieve the same social purpose, namely for the 
safety and welfare of the citizens in the United States. 
In datum 23, Based on the theory of  Yuli G. Positive politeness is a 
face saving act the which is concerned with the person's positive will face 
growing niche to show solidarity, speakers emphasize that both want the 
same thing and that they have a common goal. Based on the theory in this 
datum, the writer found that Obama conveyed to the audiences that God will 
give people peacefulness, prosperity, protection of the state and its citizens. 
It meant that what Obama tried to intent that has been delivered, it contained 
positive politeness functions for all people who were live in America. 
Based on the data findings above, the writer concluded that the ways 
Obama to delivery his speech “States of the Union” in Washington. The 
most function of utterances was positive politeness which used in the 
utterances that expressed directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary act 
and  consisted of ask (3 data) commanding ( 7 data), requesting (2 data), 
praying (1 data), inviting ( 3 data), advising (1 data) and suggestion (6 data). 
b. Negative politeness 
Negative politeness is a face saving act which is oriented to the 
person’s negative face will tend to show difference, emphasize the 
importance of the other’s time or concerns, and even include an apology for 
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the imposition or interruption. Furthermore, in Obama’s speech “State of the 
Union”, the writer did not find any data which indicated negative politeness.
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
This chapter the writer provided conclusion and suggestion. After finding and 
analyzing the directive category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts produced by 
President Barack Obama "State of the Union 2013" in Washington.  
A. Conclusion 
After analyzing the data, the writer concluded the result of the research, 
they are: 
1. In Obama’s speech “State of the Union 2013” in Washington, the writer found 
that Obama used all paradigms of the directive category of taxonomy of 
illocutionary acts by Searle’s theory. Directive category is a speech acts that 
are caused the hearer to take a particular action, in other words it is ordering 
someone to do something. In using the utterances that expressed directive 
category of illocutionary act which consisted of the paradigms of directive 
category there are; ask, command, request, pray, invite, advise  and suggestion.  
a. Asking, which was Obama expressed in his speech to asking a question or 
asking someone to do something. In this sense, Obama did not ask about 
direct answer from the audience, he only told the audience about his concern 
and indirectly ask the audience to think how to solve it together with 
Obama. Those are to create jobs, to provide job training to the society, and 
to work based on their sector. Which were to stabilize the State’s finances 
and increased proper job and salary for middle class. 
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b. Command, which was Obama expressed in his speech that issuance of a 
command required the speaker is in a position of authority over the hearer. 
As a president, Obama has strong higher authority than the audiences. He 
instructed the policies that benefit American countries; those were to 
improve the state finances, to reduce the state deficit, and to grow the 
economy of the country. It has been done either in the sector of economics, 
politics, health, education, or energy sectors. 
c. Request, which was Obama expressed in his speech that a request is a 
directive illocution that allows for the possibility of refusal. When Obama’s 
utterances used request it can be granted or refused by the hearer. So, those 
were given options for the society to follows his programs has planed. 
Which were Obama asked Congress on the government to take advice on 
how to decrease the deficit and Obama’s utterance was to request the 
congress to help in creating a network of 15 of these hubs was made in 
America. 
d. Pray, which was Obama expressed in his speech that was the speaker’s 
proposition represented a future course of action of God’s with respect to 
the time of his utterance. It showed not only Obama as a president but also 
the entire citizen to pray to God who has protected State of the Union for 
their place for living. 
e. Invitation, which was Obama expressed in his speech that was the speaker’s 
intention to make the hearer to do something. When speaker invited his 
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hearer to participate in a party, the directive focus was substantialized in the 
hearer’s responding action. On the other hand, Obama on issuing an 
invitation related of the data findings and discussion committed a course of 
future action that was beneficial to the hearer. Those are; Obama’s invitation 
was to promote good governance in the economy, that to save the future 
generations and to make the United of States as a best country to all of 
people in the world to do business and even friendship. Best in the 
economy, education, or politic sector which was to upgrade what the State 
businesses needed most. 
f. Advice, which was Obama expressed in his speech that was the aim of 
issuing the advice would normally be to get the hearer to take some 
appropriate action. These, Obama’s instructed for everyone who were living 
in the States of the Union either aboriginal or migrant can live better than 
before when they will work hard and meet their responsibilities. 
g. Suggestion, which was Obama expressed in his speech that was the speaker 
asked the hearer to take some action which the speaker believed that will 
have benefit for the hearer, even one that the speaker should desire. Based 
on data findings and discussion Obama’s was commited that the people of 
the Union was making the government as central for new jobs, 
manufacturing and to increase the United states more progressive not only 
as a bigger government but also a smarter government to put on the 
businessmen and the government investment in broad-based growth 
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2. Based on Directive function by Yule G. Those were positive politeness and 
negative politeness. The writer found that Obama in his speech “State of the 
Union 2013”. He used positive politeness, it was purposed to get the speaker 
and the hearer to achieve a common goal and even friendship to his audiences. 
Those were on behalf of the state, Obama and his citizents  to reduce deficit, to 
stabilize state finances, to make America as a smart governance which is 
government that sets priority and invest in a growth-based abroad, which is the 
American should have education, get a job and improve the state’s economy as 
the center of the world’s economy.  Then, to express the utterances through a 
face saving act which is oriented to the person’s negative face will tend to 
show difference, emphasize the importance of the other’s time or concerns, and 
even include an apology for the imposition or interruption as negative 
politeness function. But, in Obama’s speech “State of the Union”, the writer 
did not find any data which indicated negative politeness.  
B. Suggestion  
1. Consequently for the reader who wants to analyze the directive category or the 
other category of taxonomy of illocutionary act of the speech, they should 
require their analysis with the utterance of the context of situation, because it 
is significant of studying speech act.  
2. For the other reseacher, the basicly in directive category of taxonomy of 
illocutionary act can make deep research not only one category in one datum 
but the other categories.  
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3. For the other researcher who are interested in discourse analysis of linguistic 
study, not only speech but also the other media as object such as movie, 
newspaper, conversation in radio which can also be the object of other 
discourse analysis of linguistic study. 
4. Based on this study, the writer hopes to the reader or other researcher that this 
study will be useful for future improvement of discourse analysis, basically 
directive category or the other category of taxonomy of illocutionary acts 
theory used in the speech, especially in the Adab and Humanities faculty, 
State Islamic University of Alauddin Makassar.  
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The White House 
 
Office of the Press Secretary 
For Immediate Release               February 12, 2013 
 
Remarks by the President in the State of the Union Address 
 
U.S. Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 
 
9:15 P.M. EST 
 
THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, members of Congress, fellow citizens:  
 
Fifty-one years ago, John F. Kennedy declared to this chamber that “the Constitution makes us 
not rivals for power but partners for progress.” (Applause.) “It is my task,” he said, “to report the 
State of the Union -- to improve it is the task of us all.” 
 
Tonight, thanks to the grit and determination of the American people, there is much progress to 
report. After a decade of grinding war, our brave men and women in uniform are coming home. 
(Applause.) After years of grueling recession, our businesses have created over six million new 
jobs. We buy more American cars than we have in five years, and less foreign oil than we have 
in 20. (Applause.) Our housing market is healing, our stock market is rebounding, and 
consumers, patients, and homeowners enjoy stronger protections than ever before. (Applause.) 
 
So, together, we have cleared away the rubble of crisis, and we can say with renewed confidence 
that the State of our Union is stronger. (Applause.) 
 
But we gather here knowing that there are millions of Americans whose hard work and 
dedication have not yet been rewarded. Our economy is adding jobs -- but too many people still 
can’t find full-time employment. Corporate profits have skyrocketed to all-time highs -- but for 
more than a decade, wages and incomes have barely budged.  
 
It is our generation’s task, then, to reignite the true engine of America’s economic growth – a 
rising, thriving middle class. (Applause.) 
 
It is our unfinished task to restore the basic bargain that built this country -- the idea that if you 
work hard and meet your responsibilities, you can get ahead, no matter where you come from, no 
matter what you look like, or who you love.  
 
It is our unfinished task to make sure that this government works on behalf of the many, and not 
just the few; that it encourages free enterprise, rewards individual initiative, and opens the doors 
of opportunity to every child across this great nation. (Applause.) The American people don’t 
expect government to solve every problem. They don’t expect those of us in this chamber to 
agree on every issue. But they do expect us to put the nation’s interests before party. (Applause.) 
  
 
 
They do expect us to forge reasonable compromise where we can. For they know that America 
moves forward only when we do so together, and that the responsibility of improving this union 
remains the task of us all. Our work must begin by making some basic decisions about our 
budget -- decisions that will have a huge impact on the strength of our recovery.  
 
Over the last few years, both parties have worked together to reduce the deficit by more than 
$2.5 trillion -- mostly through spending cuts, but also by raising tax rates on the wealthiest 1 
percent of Americans. As a result, we are more than halfway towards the goal of $4 trillion in 
deficit reduction that economists say we need to stabilize our finances.  
 
Now we need to finish the job. And the question is, how?  
 
In 2011, Congress passed a law saying that if both parties couldn’t agree on a plan to reach our 
deficit goal, about a trillion dollars’ worth of budget cuts would automatically go into effect this 
year. These sudden, harsh, arbitrary cuts would jeopardize our military readiness. They’d 
devastate priorities like education, and energy, and medical research. They would certainly slow 
our recovery, and cost us hundreds of thousands of jobs. That’s why Democrats, Republicans, 
business leaders, and economists have already said that these cuts, known here in Washington as 
the sequester, are a really bad idea.  
 
Now, some in Congress have proposed preventing only the defense cuts by making even bigger 
cuts to things like education and job training, Medicare and Social Security benefits. That idea is 
even worse. (Applause.) 
 
Yes, the biggest driver of our long-term debt is the rising cost of health care for an aging 
population. And those of us who care deeply about programs like Medicare must embrace the 
need for modest reforms -- otherwise, our retirement programs will crowd out the investments 
we need for our children, and jeopardize the promise of a secure retirement for future 
generations.  
 
But we can’t ask senior citizens and working families to shoulder the entire burden of deficit 
reduction while asking nothing more from the wealthiest and the most powerful. (Applause.) We 
won’t grow the middle class simply by shifting the cost of health care or college onto families 
that are already struggling, or by forcing communities to lay off more teachers and more cops 
and more firefighters. Most Americans -- Democrats, Republicans, and independents -- 
understand that we can’t just cut our way to prosperity. They know that broad-based economic 
growth requires a balanced approach to deficit reduction, with spending cuts and revenue, and 
with everybody doing their fair share. And that’s the approach I offer tonight. On Medicare, I’m 
prepared to enact reforms that will achieve the same amount of health care savings by the 
beginning of the next decade as the reforms proposed by the bipartisan Simpson- Bowles 
commission. (Applause.)  
 
Already, the Affordable Care Act is helping to slow the growth of health care costs. (Applause.) 
And the reforms I’m proposing go even further. We’ll reduce taxpayer subsidies to prescription 
drug companies and ask more from the wealthiest seniors. (Applause.) We’ll bring down costs 
by changing the way our government pays for Medicare, because our medical bills shouldn’t be 
based on the number of tests ordered or days spent in the hospital; they should be based on the 
quality of care that our seniors receive. (Applause.) And I am open to additional reforms from 
  
 
 
both parties, so long as they don’t violate the guarantee of a secure retirement. Our government 
shouldn’t make promises we cannot keep -- but we must keep the promises we’ve already made. 
(Applause.)  
 
To hit the rest of our deficit reduction target, we should do what leaders in both parties have 
already suggested, and save hundreds of billions of dollars by getting rid of tax loopholes and 
deductions for the well-off and the well-connected. After all, why would we choose to make 
deeper cuts to education and Medicare just to protect special interest tax breaks? How is that 
fair? Why is it that deficit reduction is a big emergency justifying making cuts in Social Security 
benefits but not closing some loopholes? How does that promote growth? (Applause.)  
 
Now is our best chance for bipartisan, comprehensive tax reform that encourages job creation 
and helps bring down the deficit. (Applause.) We can get this done. The American people 
deserve a tax code that helps small businesses spend less time filling out complicated forms, and 
more time expanding and hiring -- a tax code that ensures billionaires with high-powered 
accountants can’t work the system and pay a lower rate than their hardworking secretaries; a tax 
code that lowers incentives to move jobs overseas, and lowers tax rates for businesses and 
manufacturers that are creating jobs right here in the United States of America. That’s what tax 
reform can deliver. That’s what we can do together. (Applause.)  
 
I realize that tax reform and entitlement reform will not be easy. The politics will be hard for 
both sides. None of us will get 100 percent of what we want. But the alternative will cost us jobs, 
hurt our economy, visit hardship on millions of hardworking Americans. So let’s set party 
interests aside and work to pass a budget that replaces reckless cuts with smart savings and wise 
investments in our future. And let’s do it without the brinksmanship that stresses consumers and 
scares off investors. (Applause.) The greatest nation on Earth cannot keep conducting its 
business by drifting from one manufactured crisis to the next. (Applause.) We can't do it.  
 
Let’s agree right here, right now to keep the people’s government open, and pay our bills on 
time, and always uphold the full faith and credit of the United States of America. (Applause.) 
The American people have worked too hard, for too long, rebuilding from one crisis to see their 
elected officials cause another. (Applause.)  
 
Now, most of us agree that a plan to reduce the deficit must be part of our agenda. But let’s be 
clear, deficit reduction alone is not an economic plan. (Applause.) A growing economy that 
creates good, middle-class jobs -- that must be the North Star that guides our efforts. (Applause.) 
Every day, we should ask ourselves three questions as a nation: How do we attract more jobs to 
our shores? How do we equip our people with the skills they need to get those jobs? And how do 
we make sure that hard work leads to a decent living?  
 
A year and a half ago, I put forward an American Jobs Act that independent economists said 
would create more than 1 million new jobs. And I thank the last Congress for passing some of 
that agenda. I urge this Congress to pass the rest. (Applause.) But tonight, I’ll lay out additional 
proposals that are fully paid for and fully consistent with the budget framework both parties 
agreed to just 18 months ago. Let me repeat -- nothing I’m proposing tonight should increase our 
deficit by a single dime. It is not a bigger government we need, but a smarter government that 
sets priorities and invests in broad-based growth. (Applause.) That's what we should be looking 
for.  
  
 
 
Our first priority is making America a magnet for new jobs and manufacturing. After shedding 
jobs for more than 10 years, our manufacturers have added about 500,000 jobs over the past 
three. Caterpillar is bringing jobs back from Japan. Ford is bringing jobs back from Mexico. And 
this year, Apple will start making Macs in America again. (Applause.) 
 
There are things we can do, right now, to accelerate this trend. Last year, we created our first 
manufacturing innovation institute in Youngstown, Ohio. A once-shuttered warehouse is now a 
state-of-the art lab where new workers are mastering the 3D printing that has the potential to 
revolutionize the way we make almost everything. There’s no reason this can’t happen in other 
towns.  
 
So tonight, I’m announcing the launch of three more of these manufacturing hubs, where 
businesses will partner with the Department of Defense and Energy to turn regions left behind by 
globalization into global centers of high-tech jobs. And I ask this Congress to help create a 
network of 15 of these hubs and guarantee that the next revolution in manufacturing is made 
right here in America. We can get that done. (Applause.)  
 
Now, if we want to make the best products, we also have to invest in the best ideas. Every dollar 
we invested to map the human genome returned $140 to our economy -- every dollar. Today, our 
scientists are mapping the human brain to unlock the answers to Alzheimer’s. They’re 
developing drugs to regenerate damaged organs; devising new material to make batteries 10 
times more powerful. Now is not the time to gut these job-creating investments in science and 
innovation. Now is the time to reach a level of research and development not seen since the 
height of the Space Race. We need to make those investments. (Applause.)  
 
Today, no area holds more promise than our investments in American energy. After years of 
talking about it, we’re finally poised to control our own energy future. We produce more oil at 
home than we have in 15 years. (Applause.) We have doubled the distance our cars will go on a 
gallon of gas, and the amount of renewable energy we generate from sources like wind and solar 
-- with tens of thousands of good American jobs to show for it. We produce more natural gas 
than ever before -- and nearly everyone’s energy bill is lower because of it. And over the last 
four years, our emissions of the dangerous carbon pollution that threatens our planet have 
actually fallen.  
 
But for the sake of our children and our future, we must do more to combat climate change. 
(Applause.) Now, it’s true that no single event makes a trend. But the fact is the 12 hottest years 
on record have all come in the last 15. Heat waves, droughts, wildfires, floods -- all are now 
more frequent and more intense. We can choose to believe that Superstorm Sandy, and the most 
severe drought in decades, and the worst wildfires some states have ever seen were all just a 
freak coincidence. Or we can choose to believe in the overwhelming judgment of science -- and 
act before it’s too late. (Applause.)  
 
Now, the good news is we can make meaningful progress on this issue while driving strong 
economic growth. I urge this Congress to get together, pursue a bipartisan, market-based solution 
to climate change, like the one John McCain and Joe Lieberman worked on together a few years 
ago. But if Congress won’t act soon to protect future generations, I will. (Applause.) I will direct 
my Cabinet to come up with executive actions we can take, now and in the future, to reduce 
  
 
 
pollution, prepare our communities for the consequences of climate change, and speed the 
transition to more sustainable sources of energy. 
 
Four years ago, other countries dominated the clean energy market and the jobs that came with 
it. And we’ve begun to change that. Last year, wind energy added nearly half of all new power 
capacity in America. So let’s generate even more. Solar energy gets cheaper by the year -- let’s 
drive down costs even further. As long as countries like China keep going all in on clean energy, 
so must we.  
 
Now, in the meantime, the natural gas boom has led to cleaner power and greater energy 
independence. We need to encourage that. And that’s why my administration will keep cutting 
red tape and speeding up new oil and gas permits. (Applause.) That’s got to be part of an all-
ofthe- above plan. But I also want to work with this Congress to encourage the research and 
technology that helps natural gas burn even cleaner and protects our air and our water.  
 
In fact, much of our new-found energy is drawn from lands and waters that we, the public, own 
together. So tonight, I propose we use some of our oil and gas revenues to fund an Energy 
Security Trust that will drive new research and technology to shift our cars and trucks off oil for 
good. If a nonpartisan coalition of CEOs and retired generals and admirals can get behind this 
idea, then so can we. Let’s take their advice and free our families and businesses from the painful 
spikes in gas prices we’ve put up with for far too long.  
 
I’m also issuing a new goal for America: Let’s cut in half the energy wasted by our homes and 
businesses over the next 20 years. (Applause.) We'll work with the states to do it. Those states 
with the best ideas to create jobs and lower energy bills by constructing more efficient buildings 
will receive federal support to help make that happen.  
America’s energy sector is just one part of an aging infrastructure badly in need of repair. Ask 
any CEO where they’d rather locate and hire -- a country with deteriorating roads and bridges, or 
one with high-speed rail and Internet; high-tech schools, self-healing power grids. The CEO of 
Siemens America -- a company that brought hundreds of new jobs to North Carolina -- said that 
if we upgrade our infrastructure, they’ll bring even more jobs. And that’s the attitude of a lot of 
companies all around the world. And I know you want these job-creating projects in your 
district. I’ve seen all those ribbon-cuttings. (Laughter.) 
 
So tonight, I propose a “Fix-It-First” program to put people to work as soon as possible on our 
most urgent repairs, like the nearly 70,000 structurally deficient bridges across the country. 
(Applause.) And to make sure taxpayers don’t shoulder the whole burden, I’m also proposing a 
Partnership to Rebuild America that attracts private capital to upgrade what our businesses need 
most: modern ports to move our goods, modern pipelines to withstand a storm, modern schools 
worthy of our children. (Applause.) Let’s prove that there’s no better place to do business than 
here in the United States of America, and let’s start right away. We can get this done.  
 
And part of our rebuilding effort must also involve our housing sector. The good news is our 
housing market is finally healing from the collapse of 2007. Home prices are rising at the fastest 
pace in six years. Home purchases are up nearly 50 percent, and construction is expanding again.  
 
  
 
 
But even with mortgage rates near a 50-year low, too many families with solid credit who want 
to buy a home are being rejected. Too many families who never missed a payment and want to 
refinance are being told no. That’s holding our entire economy back. We need to fix it.  
 
Right now, there’s a bill in this Congress that would give every responsible homeowner in 
America the chance to save $3,000 a year by refinancing at today’s rates. Democrats and 
Republicans have supported it before, so what are we waiting for? Take a vote, and send me that 
bill. (Applause.) Why would we be against that? (Applause.) Why would that be a partisan issue, 
helping folks refinance? Right now, overlapping regulations keep responsible young families 
from buying their first home. What’s holding us back? Let’s streamline the process, and help our 
economy grow.  
 
These initiatives in manufacturing, energy, infrastructure, housing -- all these things will help 
entrepreneurs and small business owners expand and create new jobs. But none of it will matter 
unless we also equip our citizens with the skills and training to fill those jobs. (Applause.) 
 
And that has to start at the earliest possible age. Study after study shows that the sooner a child 
begins learning, the better he or she does down the road. But today, fewer than 3 in 10 four year 
olds are enrolled in a high-quality preschool program. Most middle-class parents can’t afford a 
few hundred bucks a week for a private preschool. And for poor kids who need help the most, 
this lack of access to preschool education can shadow them for the rest of their lives. So tonight, 
I propose working with states to make high-quality preschool available to every single child in 
America. (Applause.) That's something we should be able to do.  
 
Every dollar we invest in high-quality early childhood education can save more than seven 
dollars later on -- by boosting graduation rates, reducing teen pregnancy, even reducing violent 
crime. In states that make it a priority to educate our youngest children, like Georgia or 
Oklahoma, studies show students grow up more likely to read and do math at grade level, 
graduate high school, hold a job, form more stable families of their own. We know this works. 
So let’s do what works and make sure none of our children start the race of life already behind. 
Let’s give our kids that chance. (Applause.) 
 
Let’s also make sure that a high school diploma puts our kids on a path to a good job. Right now, 
countries like Germany focus on graduating their high school students with the equivalent of a 
technical degree from one of our community colleges. So those German kids, they're ready for a 
job when they graduate high school. They've been trained for the jobs that are there. Now at 
schools like P-Tech in Brooklyn, a collaboration between New York Public Schools and City 
University of New York and IBM, students will graduate with a high school diploma and an 
associate's degree in computers or engineering.  
 
We need to give every American student opportunities like this. (Applause.)  
 
And four years ago, we started Race to the Top -- a competition that convinced almost every 
state to develop smarter curricula and higher standards, all for about 1 percent of what we spend 
on education each year. Tonight, I’m announcing a new challenge to redesign America’s high 
schools so they better equip graduates for the demands of a high-tech economy. And we’ll 
reward schools that develop new partnerships with colleges and employers, and create classes 
  
 
 
that focus on science, technology, engineering and math -- the skills today’s employers are 
looking for to fill the jobs that are there right now and will be there in the future.  
 
Now, even with better high schools, most young people will need some higher education. It’s a 
simple fact the more education you’ve got, the more likely you are to have a good job and work 
your way into the middle class. But today, skyrocketing costs price too many young people out 
of a higher education, or saddle them with unsustainable debt.  
 
Through tax credits, grants and better loans, we’ve made college more affordable for millions of 
students and families over the last few years. But taxpayers can’t keep on subsidizing higher and 
higher and higher costs for higher education. Colleges must do their part to keep costs down, and 
it’s our job to make sure that they do. (Applause.)  
 
So tonight, I ask Congress to change the Higher Education Act so that affordability and value are 
included in determining which colleges receive certain types of federal aid. (Applause.) And 
tomorrow, my administration will release a new “College Scorecard” that parents and students 
can use to compare schools based on a simple criteria -- where you can get the most bang for 
your educational buck.  
 
Now, to grow our middle class, our citizens have to have access to the education and training 
that today’s jobs require. But we also have to make sure that America remains a place where 
everyone who’s willing to work - everybody who’s willing to work hard has the chance to get 
ahead.  
 
Our economy is stronger when we harness the talents and ingenuity of striving, hopeful 
immigrants. (Applause.) And right now, leaders from the business, labor, law enforcement, faith 
communities -- they all agree that the time has come to pass comprehensive immigration reform. 
(Applause.) Now is the time to do it. Now is the time to get it done. Now is the time to get it 
done. (Applause.)  
 
Real reform means strong border security, and we can build on the progress my administration 
has already made -- putting more boots on the Southern border than at any time in our history 
and reducing illegal crossings to their lowest levels in 40 years.  
 
Real reform means establishing a responsible pathway to earned citizenship -- a path that 
includes passing a background check, paying taxes and a meaningful penalty, learning English, 
and going to the back of the line behind the folks trying to come here legally. (Applause.) 
 
And real reform means fixing the legal immigration system to cut waiting periods and attract the 
highly-skilled entrepreneurs and engineers that will help create jobs and grow our economy. 
(Applause.) 
 
In other words, we know what needs to be done. And as we speak, bipartisan groups in both 
chambers are working diligently to draft a bill, and I applaud their efforts. So let’s get this done. 
Send me a comprehensive immigration reform bill in the next few months, and I will sign it right 
away. And America will be better for it. (Applause.) Let’s get it done. Let’s get it done. But we 
can’t stop there. We know our economy is stronger when our wives, our mothers, our daughters 
can live their lives free from discrimination in the workplace, and free from the fear of domestic 
  
 
 
violence. Today, the Senate passed the Violence Against Women Act that Joe Biden originally 
wrote almost 20 years ago. And I now urge the House to do the same. (Applause.) Good job, Joe. 
And I ask this Congress to declare that women should earn a living equal to their efforts, and 
finally pass the Paycheck Fairness Act this year. (Applause.)  
 
We know our economy is stronger when we reward an honest day’s work with honest wages. 
But today, a full-time worker making the minimum wage earns $14,500 a year. Even with the tax 
relief we put in place, a family with two kids that earns the minimum wage still lives below the 
poverty line. That’s wrong. That’s why, since the last time this Congress raised the minimum 
wage, 19 states have chosen to bump theirs even higher.  
 
Tonight, let’s declare that in the wealthiest nation on Earth, no one who works full-time should 
have to live in poverty, and raise the federal minimum wage to $9.00 an hour. (Applause.) We 
should be able to get that done. (Applause.)  
This single step would raise the incomes of millions of working families. It could mean the 
difference between groceries or the food bank; rent or eviction; scraping by or finally getting 
ahead. For businesses across the country, it would mean customers with more money in their 
pockets. And a whole lot of folks out there would probably need less help from government. In 
fact, working folks shouldn’t have to wait year after year for the minimum wage to go up while 
CEO pay has never been higher. So here’s an idea that Governor Romney and I actually agreed 
on last year -- let’s tie the minimum wage to the cost of living, so that it finally becomes a wage 
you can live on. (Applause.)  
 
Tonight, let’s also recognize that there are communities in this country where no matter how 
hard you work, it is virtually impossible to get ahead. Factory towns decimated from years of 
plants packing up. Inescapable pockets of poverty, urban and rural, where young adults are still 
fighting for their first job. America is not a place where the chance of birth or circumstance 
should decide our destiny. And that’s why we need to build new ladders of opportunity into the 
middle class for all who are willing to climb them.  
 
Let’s offer incentives to companies that hire Americans who’ve got what it takes to fill that job 
opening, but have been out of work so long that no one will give them a chance anymore. Let’s 
put people back to work rebuilding vacant homes in run-down neighborhoods. And this year, my 
administration will begin to partner with 20 of the hardest-hit towns in America to get these 
communities back on their feet. We’ll work with local leaders to target resources at public safety, 
and education, and housing.  
 
We’ll give new tax credits to businesses that hire and invest. And we’ll work to strengthen 
families by removing the financial deterrents to marriage for low-income couples, and do more 
to encourage fatherhood -- because what makes you a man isn’t the ability to conceive a child; 
it’s having the courage to raise one. And we want to encourage that. We want to help that. 
(Applause.) Stronger families. Stronger communities. A stronger America. It is this kind of 
prosperity -- broad, shared, built on a thriving middle class -- that has always been the source of 
our progress at home. It’s also the foundation of our power and influence throughout the world.  
 
Tonight, we stand united in saluting the troops and civilians who sacrifice every day to protect 
us. Because of them, we can say with confidence that America will complete its mission in 
Afghanistan and achieve our objective of defeating the core of al Qaeda. (Applause.) 
  
 
 
Already, we have brought home 33,000 of our brave servicemen and women. This spring, our 
forces will move into a support role, while Afghan security forces take the lead. Tonight, I can 
announce that over the next year, another 34,000 American troops will come home from 
Afghanistan. This drawdown will continue and by the end of next year, our war in Afghanistan 
will be over. (Applause.)  
 
Beyond 2014, America’s commitment to a unified and sovereign Afghanistan will endure, but 
the nature of our commitment will change. We're negotiating an agreement with the Afghan 
government that focuses on two missions -- training and equipping Afghan forces so that the 
country does not again slip into chaos, and counterterrorism efforts that allow us to pursue the 
remnants of al Qaeda and their affiliates.  
 
Today, the organization that attacked us on 9/11 is a shadow of its former self. (Applause.) It's 
true, different al Qaeda affiliates and extremist groups have emerged -- from the Arabian 
Peninsula to Africa. The threat these groups pose is evolving. But to meet this threat, we don’t 
need to send tens of thousands of our sons and daughters abroad or occupy other nations. 
Instead, we'll need to help countries like Yemen, and Libya, and Somalia provide for their own 
security, and help allies who take the fight to terrorists, as we have in Mali. And where 
necessary, through a range of capabilities, we will continue to take direct action against those 
terrorists who pose the gravest threat to Americans. (Applause.)  
 
Now, as we do, we must enlist our values in the fight. That's why my administration has worked 
tirelessly to forge a durable legal and policy framework to guide our counter terrorism efforts. 
Throughout, we have kept Congress fully informed of our efforts. I recognize that in our 
democracy, no one should just take my word for it that we’re doing things the right way. So in 
the months ahead, I will continue to engage Congress to ensure not only that our targeting, 
detention and prosecution of terrorists remains consistent with our laws and system of checks 
and balances, but that our efforts are even more transparent to the American people and to the 
world. (Applause.)  
 
Of course, our challenges don’t end with al Qaeda. America will continue to lead the effort to 
prevent the spread of the world’s most dangerous weapons. The regime in North Korea must 
know they will only achieve security and prosperity by meeting their international obligations. 
Provocations of the sort we saw last night will only further isolate them, as we stand by our 
allies, strengthen our own missile defense and lead the world in taking firm action in response to 
these threats.  
 
Likewise, the leaders of Iran must recognize that now is the time for a diplomatic solution, 
because a coalition stands united in demanding that they meet their obligations, and we will do 
what is necessary to prevent them from getting a nuclear weapon. (Applause.)  
 
At the same time, we’ll engage Russia to seek further reductions in our nuclear arsenals, and 
continue leading the global effort to secure nuclear materials that could fall into the wrong hands 
-- because our ability to influence others depends on our willingness to lead and meet our 
obligations.  
 
America must also face the rapidly growing threat from cyber-attacks. (Applause.) Now, we 
know hackers steal people’s identities and infiltrate private emails. We know foreign countries 
  
 
 
and companies swipe our corporate secrets. Now our enemies are also seeking the ability to 
sabotage our power grid, our financial institutions, our air traffic control systems. We cannot 
look back years from now and wonder why we did nothing in the face of real threats to our 
security and our economy.  
 
And that’s why, earlier today, I signed a new executive order that will strengthen our cyber 
defenses by increasing information sharing, and developing standards to protect our national 
security, our jobs, and our privacy. (Applause.)  
 
But now Congress must act as well, by passing legislation to give our government a greater 
capacity to secure our networks and deter attacks. This is something we should be able to get 
done on a bipartisan basis. (Applause.)  
 
Now, even as we protect our people, we should remember that today’s world presents not just 
dangers, not just threats, it presents opportunities. To boost American exports, support American 
jobs and level the playing field in the growing markets of Asia, we intend to complete 
negotiations on a Trans-Pacific Partnership. And tonight, I’m announcing that we will launch 
talks on a comprehensive Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership with the European 
Union -- because trade that is fair and free across the Atlantic supports millions of good-paying 
American jobs. (Applause.)  
 
We also know that progress in the most impoverished parts of our world enriches us all – not 
only because it creates new markets, more stable order in certain regions of the world, but also 
because it’s the right thing to do. In many places, people live on little more than a dollar a day. 
So the United States will join with our allies to eradicate such extreme poverty in the next two 
decades by connecting more people to the global economy; by empowering women; by giving 
our young and brightest minds new opportunities to serve, and helping communities to feed, and 
power, and educate themselves; by saving the world’s children from preventable deaths; and by 
realizing the promise of an AIDS-free generation, which is within our reach. (Applause.)  
 
You see, America must remain a beacon to all who seek freedom during this period of historic 
change. I saw the power of hope last year in Rangoon, in Burma, when Aung San Suu Kyi 
welcomed an American President into the home where she had been imprisoned for years; when 
thousands of Burmese lined the streets, waving American flags, including a man who said, 
“There is justice and law in the United States. I want our country to be like that.”  
 
In defense of freedom, we’ll remain the anchor of strong alliances from the Americas to Africa; 
from Europe to Asia. In the Middle East, we will stand with citizens as they demand their 
universal rights, and support stable transitions to democracy. (Applause.)  
 
We know the process will be messy, and we cannot presume to dictate the course of change in 
countries like Egypt, but we can -- and will -- insist on respect for the fundamental rights of all 
people. We’ll keep the pressure on a Syrian regime that has murdered its own people, and 
support opposition leaders that respect the rights of every Syrian. And we will stand steadfast 
with Israel in pursuit of security and a lasting peace. (Applause.)  
 
These are the messages I'll deliver when I travel to the Middle East next month. And all this 
work depends on the courage and sacrifice of those who serve in dangerous places at great 
  
 
 
personal risk –- our diplomats, our intelligence officers, and the men and women of the United 
States Armed Forces. As long as I’m Commander-in-Chief, we will do whatever we must to 
protect those who serve their country abroad, and we will maintain the best military the world 
has ever known. (Applause.) We'll invest in new capabilities, even as we reduce waste and 
wartime spending. We will ensure equal treatment for all servicemembers, and equal benefits for 
their families -- gay and straight. (Applause.) We will draw upon the courage and skills of our 
sisters and daughters and moms, because women have proven under fire that they are ready for 
combat.  
 
We will keep faith with our veterans, investing in world-class care, including mental health care, 
for our wounded warriors -- (applause) -- supporting our military families; giving our veterans 
the benefits and education and job opportunities that they have earned. And I want to thank my 
wife, Michelle, and Dr. Jill Biden for their continued dedication to serving our military families 
as well as they have served us. Thank you, honey. Thank you, Jill. (Applause.)  
 
Defending our freedom, though, is not just the job of our military alone. We must all do our part 
to make sure our God-given rights are protected here at home. That includes one of the most 
fundamental right of a democracy: the right to vote. (Applause.) When any American, no matter 
where they live or what their party, are denied that right because they can’t afford to wait for five 
or six or seven hours just to cast their ballot, we are betraying our ideals. (Applause.)  
 
So tonight, I’m announcing a nonpartisan commission to improve the voting experience in 
America. And it definitely needs improvement. I’m asking two long-time experts in the field -- 
who, by the way, recently served as the top attorneys for my campaign and for Governor 
Romney’s campaign -- to lead it. We can fix this, and we will. The American people demand it, 
and so does our democracy. (Applause.)  
 
Of course, what I’ve said tonight matters little if we don’t come together to protect our most 
precious resource: our children. It has been two months since Newtown. I know this is not the 
first time this country has debated how to reduce gun violence. But this time is different. 
Overwhelming majorities of Americans -- Americans who believe in the Second Amendment – 
have come together around common-sense reform, like background checks that will make it 
harder for criminals to get their hands on a gun. (Applause.) Senators of both parties are working 
together on tough new laws to prevent anyone from buying guns for resale to criminals. Police 
chiefs are asking our help to get weapons of war and massive ammunition magazines off our 
streets, because these police chiefs, they’re tired of seeing their guys and gals being outgunned.  
 
Each of these proposals deserves a vote in Congress. (Applause.) Now, if you want to vote no, 
that’s your choice. But these proposals deserve a vote. Because in the two months since 
Newtown, more than a thousand birthdays, graduations, anniversaries have been stolen from our 
lives by a bullet from a gun -- more than a thousand.  
 
One of those we lost was a young girl named Hadiya Pendleton. She was 15 years old. She loved 
Fig Newtons and lip gloss. She was a majorette. She was so good to her friends they all thought 
they were her best friend. Just three weeks ago, she was here, in Washington, with her 
classmates, performing for her country at my inauguration. And a week later, she was shot and 
killed in a Chicago park after school, just a mile away from my house.  
 
  
 
 
Hadiya’s parents, Nate and Cleo, are in this chamber tonight, along with more than two dozen 
Americans whose lives have been torn apart by gun violence. They deserve a vote. They deserve 
a vote. (Applause.) Gabby Giffords deserves a vote. (Applause.) The families of Newtown 
deserve a vote. (Applause.) The families of Aurora deserve a vote. (Applause.) The families of 
Oak Creek and Tucson and Blacksburg, and the countless other communities ripped open by gun 
violence –- they deserve a simple vote. (Applause.) They deserve a simple vote.  
 
Our actions will not prevent every senseless act of violence in this country. In fact, no laws, no 
initiatives, no administrative acts will perfectly solve all the challenges I’ve outlined tonight. But 
we were never sent here to be perfect. We were sent here to make what difference we can, to 
secure this nation, expand opportunity, uphold our ideals through the hard, often frustrating, but 
absolutely necessary work of self government.  
 
We were sent here to look out for our fellow Americans the same way they look out for one 
another, every single day, usually without fanfare, all across this country. We should follow their 
example.  
 
We should follow the example of a New York City nurse named Menchu Sanchez. When 
Hurricane Sandy plunged her hospital into darkness, she wasn’t thinking about how her own 
home was faring. Her mind was on the 20 precious newborns in her care and the rescue plan she 
devised that kept them all safe. We should follow the example of a North Miami woman named 
Desiline Victor. When Desiline arrived at her polling place, she was told the wait to vote might 
be six hours. And as time ticked by, her concern was not with her tired body or aching feet, but 
whether folks like her would get to have their say. And hour after hour, a throng of people stayed 
in line to support her – because Desiline is 102 years old. (Applause.) And they erupted in cheers 
when she finally put on a sticker that read, “I voted.” (Applause.)  
 
We should follow the example of a police officer named Brian Murphy. When a gunman opened 
fire on a Sikh temple in Wisconsin and Brian was the first to arrive, he did not consider his own 
safety. He fought back until help arrived and ordered his fellow officers to protect the safety of 
the Americans worshiping inside, even as he lay bleeding from 12 bullet wounds. And when 
asked how he did that, Brian said, “That’s just the way we’re made.” That’s just the way we’re 
made. We may do different jobs and wear different uniforms, and hold different views than the 
person beside us. But as Americans, we all share the same proud title – we are citizens.  
 
It’s a word that doesn’t just describe our nationality or legal status. It describes the way we’re 
made. It describes what we believe. It captures the enduring idea that this country only works 
when we accept certain obligations to one another and to future generations, that our rights are 
wrapped up in the rights of others; and that well into our third century as a nation, it remains the 
task of us all, as citizens of these United States, to be the authors of the next great chapter of our 
American story.  
 
Thank you. God bless you, and God bless these United States of America. (Applause.)  
 
END 
10:16 P.M. 
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-- The idea that if you 
work hard and meet 
your responsibilities, 
you can get ahead, no 
matter where you come 
from, no matter what you 
look like, or who you 
love. 
(TL:00:03:21– 00:03:29/ P1) 
      
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
Now we need to finish the 
job.  And the question is, 
how? 
(TL:00:05:27 -00:05:31/P2) 
 
  
       
  
 
And those of us who care 
deeply about programs 
like Medicare must 
embrace the need for 
modest reforms – 
(TL:00:07:05 – 00:07:11/P2) 
   
 
  
     
 
  
 
Our government shouldn’t 
make promises we cannot 
keep -- but we must keep 
the promises we’ve 
already made. 
(TL:00:09:21 – 00:09:27/P3) 
  
 
  
      
 
  
 
To hit the rest of our 
deficit reduction target, 
we should do what 
leaders in both parties 
have already suggested, 
and save hundreds of 
billions of  dollars by 
getting rid of tax 
loopholes and 
deductions for the well-
off and the well-
connected. 
(TL:00:09:45-00:09:59/P3) 
   
 
 
 
 
  
     
 
 
 
 
  
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After all, why would we 
choose to make deeper 
cuts to education and 
Medicare just to protect 
special interest tax 
breaks? How is that fair? 
Why it is that deficit 
reduction is a big 
emergency justifying 
making cuts in Social 
Security benefits but not 
closing some loopholes. 
How does that promote 
growth? 
(TL:00:10:21-00:10:24/P3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Now is our best chance 
for bipartisan, 
comprehensive tax reform 
that encourages job 
creation and helps bring 
down the deficit. We can 
get this done. 
(TL:00:10:28-00:10:43/P3) 
  
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
A tax code that ensures 
billionaires with high-
powered accountants 
can’t work the system and 
pay a lower rate than their 
hardworking secretaries; a 
tax code that lowers 
incentives to move jobs 
overseas, and lowers tax 
rates for businesses and 
manufacturers that are 
creating jobs right here in 
the United States of 
America. That’s what tax 
reform can deliver. 
That’s what we can do 
together. 
(TL:00:11:00-00:11:23/P3) 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
So let’s set party 
interests aside and work 
to pass a budget that 
replaces reckless cuts 
with smart savings and 
wise investments in our 
future. 
(TL:00:11:56-00:12:05/ P3) 
          
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And let’s do it without 
the brinksmanship that 
stresses consumers and 
scares off investors. 
(TL:00:12:06-00:12:11/P3) 
   
 
  
     
 
  
 
Let’s agree right here, 
right now to keep the 
people’s government 
open, and pay our bills 
on time, and always 
uphold the full faith and 
credit of the United States 
of America.  
(TL:00:12:32-00:12:05/P3) 
   
 
  
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
  
 
But let’s be clear, deficit 
reduction alone is not an 
economic plan. A 
growing economy that 
creates good, middle-
class jobs -- that must be 
the North Star that 
guides our efforts. 
(TL:00:13:14-00:13:56/P3) 
       
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
How do we attract more 
jobs to our shores?  How 
do we equip our people 
with the skills they need 
to get those jobs?  And 
how do we make sure that 
hard work leads to a 
decent living?  
(TL:00:13:44-00:13:56/P3) 
 
 
 
  
       
 
 
  
 
And I thank the last 
Congress for passing 
some of that agenda. I 
urge this Congress to 
pass the rest.  
(TL:00:14:09-00:14:11/P3)   
  
 
  
      
 
  
 
It is not a bigger 
government we need, but 
a smarter government that 
sets priorities and invests 
in broad-based growth. 
That's what we should 
be looking for. 
(TL:00:14:32-00:14:45/P3) 
       
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
We can get that done. 
(TL:00:16:12-00:16:14/P4) 
          
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Now, if we want to make 
the best products, we also 
have to invest in the best 
ideas.  
(TL:00:16:26-00:16:31/P4)   
       
 
  
 
 
  
 
We need to make those 
investments. 
(TL:00:17:08-00:17:10/P4) 
       
  
 
  
 
But for the sake of our 
children and our future, 
we must do more to 
combat climate change. 
(TL:00:18:08-00:18:14/P4) 
     
 
  
   
 
  
 
We can choose to believe 
that Superstorm Sandy, 
and the most severe 
drought in decades, and 
the worst wildfires some 
states have ever seen were 
all just a freak 
coincidence. Or we can 
choose to believe in the 
overwhelming judgment 
of science -- and act 
before it’s too late. 
(TL:00:18:53-00:19:12/P4) 
       
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
I urge this Congress to 
get together, pursue a 
bipartisan, market-based 
solution to climate 
change… 
(TL:00:19:25-00:19:30/P4)   
  
 
  
      
 
  
 
So let’s generate even 
more. 
(TL:00:20:13-00:20:15/P5)   
       
  
 
  
Let’s drive down costs 
even further. As long as 
countries like China keep 
going all in on clean 
energy, so must we.  
(TL:00:20:18-00:20:25/P5) 
   
 
  
     
 
  
 
 
So tonight, I propose we 
use some of our oil and 
gas revenues to fund an 
Energy Security Trust 
that will drive new 
research and technology 
to shift our cars and 
trucks off oil for good. 
(TL:00:21:00-00:21:15/P5)   
       
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
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If a nonpartisan coalition 
of CEOs and retired 
generals and admirals can 
get behind this idea, then 
so can we.  Let’s take 
their advice and free our 
families and businesses 
from the painful spikes 
in gas prices we’ve put 
up with for far too long. 
(TL:00:21:18-00:21:30/P5)   
       
 
  
 
 
  
 
Let’s cut in half the 
energy wasted by our 
homes and businesses 
over the next 20 years   
(TL:00:21:33-00:21:41/P5)   
     
 
  
   
 
  
 
Let’s prove that there’s 
no better place to do 
business than here in the 
United States of 
America, and let’s start 
right away. We can get 
this done. 
(TL:00:23:31-00:23:38/P5)   
     
 
 
  
   
 
 
  
 
Too many families who 
never missed a payment 
and want to refinance are 
being told no. That’s 
holding our entire 
economy back. We need 
to fix it. 
(TL:00:24:13-00:24:24/P5)   
      
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
…so what are we waiting 
for? Take a vote, and 
send me that bill.  
(TL:00:24:40-00:24:25/P6)   
  
  
      
  
 
Let’s streamline the 
process, and help our 
economy grow. These 
initiatives in 
manufacturing, energy, 
infrastructure, housing-- 
 (TL:00:25:10-00:25:16/P6) 
       
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
So let’s do what works 
and make sure none of 
our children start the race 
of life already behind. 
Let’s give our kids that 
chance. 
(TL:00:27:23-00:27:31/P6)   
   
 
  
     
 
  
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Let’s also make sure that 
a high school diploma 
puts our kids on a path to 
a good job.  
(TL:00:27:43-00:27:48/P6) 
     
 
  
   
 
  
 
Now at schools like P-
Tech in Brooklyn, a 
collaboration between 
New York Public Schools 
and City University of 
New York and IBM, 
students will graduate 
with a high school 
diploma and an associate's 
degree in computers or 
engineering. We need to 
give every American 
student opportunities 
like this. 
(TL:00:28:06-00:27:48/P6) 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Colleges must do their 
part to keep costs down, 
and it’s our job to make 
sure that they do.  
(TL:00:29:51-00:29:57/P6) 
  
 
  
      
 
  
 
So tonight, I ask 
Congress to change the 
Higher Education Act so 
that affordability and 
value are included in 
determining which 
colleges receive certain 
types of federal aid.  
(TL:00:30:03-00:30:15/P7) 
   
 
 
 
  
     
 
 
 
  
 
Now, to grow our 
middle class, our citizens 
have to have access to 
the education and 
training that today’s 
jobs require.   
(TL:00:30:32-00:30:39/P7) 
  
 
  
      
 
  
 
But we also have to 
make sure that America 
remains a place where 
everyone who’s willing 
to work -- everybody 
who’s willing to work 
hard has the chance to get 
ahead. 
(TL:00:30:41-00:30:45/P7) 
  
 
 
  
      
 
 
  
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Now is the time to do it.  
Now is the time to get it 
done.  Now is the time to 
get it done.  
(TL:00:31:10-00:31:30/P7)   
  
 
  
     
 
 
 
 
  
 
And as we speak, 
bipartisan groups in both 
chambers are working 
diligently to draft a bill, 
and I applaud their 
efforts. So let’s get this 
done.  
(TL:00:30:46-00:32:48/P7)   
      
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
Send me a 
comprehensive 
immigration reform bill 
in the next few months, 
and I will sign it right 
away.  
(TL:00:32:49-00:32:53/P7)   
   
 
 
    
 
  
 
 
  
 
And America will be 
better for it. Let’s get it 
done.  Let’s get it done. 
(TL:00:32:54-00:32:58/P7)   
  
 
    
 
  
  
 
  
 
But we can’t stop there.  
(TL:00:33:02-00:33:04/P7)   
          
And I ask this Congress 
to declare that women 
should earn a living 
equal to their efforts, 
and finally pass the 
Paycheck Fairness Act 
this year.  
(TL:00:33:46-00:33:56/P7)   
  
 
 
  
      
 
 
  
 
Tonight, let’s declare 
that in the wealthiest 
nation on Earth, no one 
who works full-time 
should have to live in 
poverty, and raise the 
federal minimum wage to 
$9.00 an hour. 
(TL:00:34:45-00:34:56/P8)   
  
 
 
  
      
 
 
  
 
We should be able to get 
that done. 
(TL:00:34:58-00:34:58/P8) 
      
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
DATA 
UTTERANCES 
CLASS/PARADIGMS FUNCTION 
Ask Command Request Pray Invite Advice Suggestion P.P N.P 
--let’s tie the minimum 
wage to the cost of 
living, so that it finally 
becomes a wage you can 
live on.  
(TL:00:35:45-00:35:50/P8)   
       
 
  
 
 
  
 
Tonight, let’s also 
recognize that there are 
communities in this 
country where no 
matter how hard you 
work, it is virtually 
impossible to get ahead.  
(TL:00:36:02-00:36:09/P8)   
   
 
 
 
  
     
 
 
 
  
 
Let’s put people back to 
work rebuilding vacant 
homes in run-down 
neighborhoods.  
(TL:00:36:44-00:36:48/P8)   
     
 
  
   
 
  
 
Now, as we do, we must 
enlist our values in the 
fight. 
(TL:00:40:57-00:40:59/P9)   
  
  
      
  
 
Of course, our 
challenges don’t end 
with al Qaeda. America 
will continue to lead the 
effort to prevent the 
spread of the world’s 
most dangerous weapons. 
(TL:00:41:49-00:41:52/P9)   
  
 
 
  
      
 
 
  
 
America must also face 
the rapidly growing threat 
from cyber-attacks. 
(TL:00:43:06-00:44:08/P9)   
  
  
      
  
 
But now Congress must 
act as well, by passing 
legislation to give our 
government a greater 
capacity to secure our 
networks and deter 
attacks. 
(TL:00:43:59-00:43:10/P10)   
  
 
 
  
      
 
 
  
 
This is something we 
should be able to get done 
on a bipartisan basis. 
(TL:00:43:11-00:43:13/P10)   
       
  
 
  
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Now, even as we protect 
our people, we should 
remember that today’s 
world presents not just 
dangers, not just 
threats, it presents 
opportunities.  
(TL:00:44:22-00:44:29/P10)   
       
 
  
 
 
  
 
You see, America must 
remain a beacon to all 
who seek freedom 
during this period of 
historic change. 
(TL:00:46:02-00:46:14/P10)   
  
 
  
      
 
  
 
We must all do our part 
to make sure our God-
given rights are protected 
here at home.  
(TL:00:50:14-00:50:18/P11)   
  
 
  
  
 
    
 
  
 
We can fix this, and 
we will. The American 
people demand it, and 
so does our democracy. 
(TL:00:51:28-00:51:34/P11)   
   
 
  
     
 
  
Each of these proposals 
deserves a vote in 
Congress. Now, if you 
want to vote no, that’s 
your choice. 
(TL:00:53:15-00:53:21/P11)   
   
 
  
     
 
  
We were sent here to look 
out for our fellow 
Americans the same way 
they look out for one 
another, every single day, 
usually without fanfare, 
all across this country. 
We should follow their 
example. 
(TL:00:56:23-00:56:38/P12)   
       
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
We should follow the 
example of a New York 
City nurse named Menchu 
Sanchez. 
(TL:00:56:40-00:56:44/P12)   
       
 
  
 
 
  
We should follow the 
example of a North 
Miami woman named 
Desiline Victor. 
(TL:00:57:03-00:57:08/P12)   
       
 
  
 
 
  
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We should follow the 
example of a police 
officer named Brian 
Murphy. 
(TL:00:58:09-00:58:14/P12)   
       
  
 
  
 
Thank you. God bless 
you, and God bless these 
United States of 
America. 
(TL:01:00:01:01:00:03/P12) 
    
  
    
  
 
 
Explanation: 
P.P = Positive Politeness 
N.P = Negative Politeness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
